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The film noir male is an infinitely watchable being, exhibiting a wide range of
emotions, behaviors, and motivations. Some of the characters from the film noir
era are extremely violent, such as Neville Brand's Chester in D.O.A. (1950),
whose sole pleasure in life seems to come from inflicting pain on others. Other
noirs feature flawed authority figures, such as Kirk Douglas's Jim McLeod in
Detective Story (1951), controlled by a rigid moral code that costs him his
marriage and ultimately his life. Others present ruthless crime bosses, hapless
males whose lives are turned upside down because of their ceaseless longing for
a woman, and even courageous men on the right side of the law. The private and
public lives of over ninety actors who starred in the films noirs of the 1940s and
1950s are presented here. Some of the actors, such as Humphrey Bogart, Kirk
Douglas, Burt Lancaster, Edward G. Robinson, Robert Mitchum, Raymond Burr,
Fred MacMurray, Jack Palance and Mickey Rooney, enjoyed great renown,
while others, like Gene Lockhart, Moroni Olsen and Harold Vermilyea, were less
familiar, particularly to modern audiences. An appendix focuses on the actors
who were least known but frequently seen in minor roles.
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The film noir male is an infinitely watchable being, exhibiting a wide range of emotions, behaviors, and
motivations. Some of the characters from the film noir era are extremely violent, such as Neville Brand's
Chester in D.O.A. (1950), whose sole pleasure in life seems to come from inflicting pain on others. Other
noirs feature flawed authority figures, such as Kirk Douglas's Jim McLeod in Detective Story (1951),
controlled by a rigid moral code that costs him his marriage and ultimately his life. Others present ruthless
crime bosses, hapless males whose lives are turned upside down because of their ceaseless longing for a
woman, and even courageous men on the right side of the law. The private and public lives of over ninety
actors who starred in the films noirs of the 1940s and 1950s are presented here. Some of the actors, such as
Humphrey Bogart, Kirk Douglas, Burt Lancaster, Edward G. Robinson, Robert Mitchum, Raymond Burr,
Fred MacMurray, Jack Palance and Mickey Rooney, enjoyed great renown, while others, like Gene
Lockhart, Moroni Olsen and Harold Vermilyea, were less familiar, particularly to modern audiences. An
appendix focuses on the actors who were least known but frequently seen in minor roles.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Film noir presents gritty stories and guilty viewing pleasure. About 90 male actors of classic film noir titles
of the 1940s and 1950s are featured in this volume. The researcher will find the expected (James Cagey,
Humphrey Bogart, Robert Mitchum), the less well known (Morris Carnovsky, Douglas Fowley), and actors
who transcend the genre (Kirk Douglas, Alan Ladd). The author also wrote Femme Noir: Bad Girls of Film
(McFarland, 1988). For the new volume, she chose actors who have played significant roles in several film
noir releases, and viewed 240 films in order to describe the plots and characters accurately.

Most of the volume treats these "bad boys" in depth, in A to Z entries ranging from five to twelve pages in
length. Personal life stories are intermingled with discussions of films. While the emphasis is on noir, some
films outside the genre are discussed if they are seminal to the actor (e.g., the Andy Hardy series for Mickey
Rooney). A filmography and bibliography conclude each entry. Black-and-white photos help the reader
identify individual actors, some of whom, such as Jay Flippen and Gene Lockhart, may well be remembered
more for their "mugs" than for their monikers. An additional 25 actors are given one-page treatments in the
first appendix. Another appendix gives noteworthy lines, arranged by broad topic such as "Regarding
Dames," "Sizing Up the Other Guy," and "Penetrating Put-downs" (e.g., Richard Widmark's line "I wouldn't
give you the skin off a grape," from Kiss of Death). Following the general bibliography, an index lists titles,
names, and awards.

Depth rather than breadth is the key to this enjoyable reference work, which will be welcomed by the film
fan as well as well as the researcher and is recommended for larger film collections. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Super research...fascinating stories...very valuable...a fun selection...the photos are fantastic. --Classic
Images

Enjoyable...will be welcomed by the film fan as well as the researcher...recommended. --Booklist/RBB

Welcome...fills a gap...engaging and meaty discussions of the actors guarantees this work a wide
audience...recommended. Public and academic libraries. All levels. --Choice

About the Author
Karen Burroughs Hannsberry is also the author of Femme Noir: Bad Girls of Film (1998) and writes
regularly for Classic Images and Films of the Golden Age. She lives in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Proctor:

Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir although doesn't

PDF File: Bad Boys: The Actors Of Film Noir 3

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Read and Download Ebook Bad Boys: The Actors Of Film Noir PDF Public Ebook Library

forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Elizabeth Edge:

The book untitled Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Victor Loy:

This Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Delbert Storey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Bad Boys: The Actors of Film Noir when you required it?
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