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This unprecedented volume accompanies the first exhibition to consider the
impact of Spain’s culture, history, and art on one of its greatest designers of the
twentieth century, the legendary Balenciaga. Hailed as "Fashion’s Picasso" by
Cecil Beaton, Cristóbal Balenciaga (1895–1972) created an innovative oeuvre
that transformed the way women dressed. From the opening of his Paris fashion
house in 1937 until his retirement in 1968, Balenciaga’s visionary, ever-evolving
designs and impeccable standards seduced generations of the most iconic, best-
dressed women in the world, including the Duchess of Windsor, Gloria Guinness,
Pauline de Rothschild, Mona Bismarck, Princess Grace of Monaco, Doris Duke,
Diana Vreeland, and Queen Fabiola of Belgium. For Diana Vreeland, the
designer’s "inspiration came from the bullrings, the flamenco dancers, the loose
blouses the fishermen wear, the cool of the cloisters." Exploring the profound
and enduring influence of Balenciaga’s native country on his work, this book
considers the influences of Spain’s greatest artists, from Zurbarán, Velázquez,
and Goya to Picasso and Miró. It also investigates the impact of Spain’s religious
dress and ceremony, its royal history, its rich regional costume, its dance
traditions, and the power and splendor of the bullfight on the protean
Balenciaga’s designs. This illuminating and lavishly illustrated volume will be a
must-have for art and fashion connoisseurs.
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This unprecedented volume accompanies the first exhibition to consider the impact of Spain’s culture,
history, and art on one of its greatest designers of the twentieth century, the legendary Balenciaga. Hailed as
"Fashion’s Picasso" by Cecil Beaton, Cristóbal Balenciaga (1895–1972) created an innovative oeuvre that
transformed the way women dressed. From the opening of his Paris fashion house in 1937 until his
retirement in 1968, Balenciaga’s visionary, ever-evolving designs and impeccable standards seduced
generations of the most iconic, best-dressed women in the world, including the Duchess of Windsor, Gloria
Guinness, Pauline de Rothschild, Mona Bismarck, Princess Grace of Monaco, Doris Duke, Diana Vreeland,
and Queen Fabiola of Belgium. For Diana Vreeland, the designer’s "inspiration came from the bullrings, the
flamenco dancers, the loose blouses the fishermen wear, the cool of the cloisters." Exploring the profound
and enduring influence of Balenciaga’s native country on his work, this book considers the influences of
Spain’s greatest artists, from Zurbarán, Velázquez, and Goya to Picasso and Miró. It also investigates the
impact of Spain’s religious dress and ceremony, its royal history, its rich regional costume, its dance
traditions, and the power and splendor of the bullfight on the protean Balenciaga’s designs. This illuminating
and lavishly illustrated volume will be a must-have for art and fashion connoisseurs.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Beyond Balenciaga’s genius for fir, there was another reason why fashion mavens flocked to his salon on
Avenue George V. The Spaniard practically spoke a different visual language. Motifs from his sun-drenched
homeland—bullfights, flamenco, the regional garb of local fisherman, the incense-perfumed Catholic church,
the opulent Spanish Court and the subversive portraits of Goya—gleam in his work.” ~C California Style

“…an extraordinary and unprecedented exhibition…” ~i-D

About the Author
Hamish Bowles is the European editor at large for Vogue and is recognized as one of the most respected
authorities on the worlds of fashion and design. He has written many books, including Jacqueline Kennedy:
The White House Years (2001); Carolina Herrera: Portrait of a Fashion Icon (2004); Vogue Living: Houses,
Gardens, People (2007); Yves Saint Laurent Style (2008), and The World in Vogue: People, Parties, Places
(2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Robertson:

The e-book untitled Balenciaga and Spain is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Balenciaga and Spain from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tom Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Balenciaga and Spain can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Elizabeth Johannes:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Balenciaga and Spain. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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Greg Butler:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Balenciaga and Spain we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Balenciaga and Spain. You can more pleasing than now.
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