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Basketball has a lock on the Filipino soul. From big arenas in Manila to
makeshift hoops in small villages, basketball is played by Filipinos of all walks
of life and is used to mark everything from summer breaks for students to
religious festivals and many other occasions. Playing with the Big Boys traces the
social history of basketball in the Philippines from an educational and
“civilizing” tool in the early twentieth century to its status as national pastime
since the country gained independence after World War II.
 
While the phrase “playing with the big boys” describes the challenge of playing
basketball against outsized opponents, it also describes the struggle for
recognition that the Philippines, as a subaltern society, has had to contend with in
its larger transnational relationships as a former U.S. colony.
 Lou Antolihao goes beyond the empire-colony dichotomy by covering Filipino
basketball in a wider range of comparisons, such as that involving the growing
influence of Asia in its region, particularly China and Japan. In this context,
Antolihao shows how Philippines basketball has moved from a vehicle for
Americanization to a force for globalization in which the United States, while
still a key player, is challenged by other basketball-playing countries.
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Basketball has a lock on the Filipino soul. From big arenas in Manila to makeshift hoops in small villages,
basketball is played by Filipinos of all walks of life and is used to mark everything from summer breaks for
students to religious festivals and many other occasions. Playing with the Big Boys traces the social history
of basketball in the Philippines from an educational and “civilizing” tool in the early twentieth century to its
status as national pastime since the country gained independence after World War II.
 
While the phrase “playing with the big boys” describes the challenge of playing basketball against outsized
opponents, it also describes the struggle for recognition that the Philippines, as a subaltern society, has had to
contend with in its larger transnational relationships as a former U.S. colony.
 Lou Antolihao goes beyond the empire-colony dichotomy by covering Filipino basketball in a wider range
of comparisons, such as that involving the growing influence of Asia in its region, particularly China and
Japan. In this context, Antolihao shows how Philippines basketball has moved from a vehicle for
Americanization to a force for globalization in which the United States, while still a key player, is challenged
by other basketball-playing countries.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Antolihao provides a well-crafted narrative of the historical and social discourse of basketball in the
Philippines."—Chad Carlson, Journal of Sport History
(Chad Carlson Journal of Sport History)

"Antolihao has written a very interesting study that nobody working on Philippine basketball and baseball
can ignore."—Stefan Hübner, Journal of Asian American Studies
(Stefan Hübner Journal of Asian American Studies)

“Attentive to the ways in which so many aspects of political and national discourse intersect with the game
of basketball. Any historians working on Philippine history or the history of sport and colonialism would be
well served by reading this work.”—Andrew D. Morris, professor of history at California Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo
 
(Andrew D. Morris 2014-09-18)

About the Author

Lou Antolihao is a sociologist who specializes in leisure studies and comparative-historical analysis. He has
held research and teaching appointments in the Philippines, Singapore, and Japan, most recently as the JSPS
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Playing with the Big Boys:
Basketball, American Imperialism, and Subaltern Discourse in the Philippines is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Brad Marcum:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Playing with the Big Boys: Basketball,
American Imperialism, and Subaltern Discourse in the Philippines book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
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you still uncertainty Playing with the Big Boys: Basketball, American Imperialism, and Subaltern Discourse
in the Philippines as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Susan Ross:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Playing with the Big Boys:
Basketball, American Imperialism, and Subaltern Discourse in the Philippines is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sharon Works:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Playing with the Big Boys: Basketball, American Imperialism, and
Subaltern Discourse in the Philippines. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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