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This new Handbook offers a comprehensive overview of current research on
private security and military companies, comprising essays by leading scholars
from around the world.

The increasing privatization of security across the globe has been the subject of
much debate and controversy, inciting fears of private warfare and even the
collapse of the state. This volume provides the first comprehensive overview of
the range of issues raised by contemporary security privatization, offering both a
survey of the numerous roles performed by private actors and an analysis of their
implications and effects. Ranging from the mundane to the spectacular, from
secretive intelligence gathering and neighbourhood surveillance to piracy control
and warfare, this Handbook shows how private actors are involved in both
domestic and international security provision and governance. It places this
involvement in historical perspective, and demonstrates how the impact of
security privatization goes well beyond the security field to influence diverse
social, economic and political relationships and institutions. Finally, this volume
analyses the evolving regulation of the global private security sector. Seeking to
overcome the disciplinary boundaries that have plagued the study of private
security, the Handbook promotes an interdisciplinary approach and contains
contributions from a range of disciplines, including international relations,
politics, criminology, law, sociology, geography and anthropology.

This book will be of much interest to students of private security companies,
global governance, military studies, security studies and IR in general.
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This new Handbook offers a comprehensive overview of current research on private security and military
companies, comprising essays by leading scholars from around the world.

The increasing privatization of security across the globe has been the subject of much debate and
controversy, inciting fears of private warfare and even the collapse of the state. This volume provides the
first comprehensive overview of the range of issues raised by contemporary security privatization, offering
both a survey of the numerous roles performed by private actors and an analysis of their implications and
effects. Ranging from the mundane to the spectacular, from secretive intelligence gathering and
neighbourhood surveillance to piracy control and warfare, this Handbook shows how private actors are
involved in both domestic and international security provision and governance. It places this involvement in
historical perspective, and demonstrates how the impact of security privatization goes well beyond the
security field to influence diverse social, economic and political relationships and institutions. Finally, this
volume analyses the evolving regulation of the global private security sector. Seeking to overcome the
disciplinary boundaries that have plagued the study of private security, the Handbook promotes an
interdisciplinary approach and contains contributions from a range of disciplines, including international
relations, politics, criminology, law, sociology, geography and anthropology.

This book will be of much interest to students of private security companies, global governance, military
studies, security studies and IR in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This handbook is one of the first volumes to utilise a truly transdisciplinary approach to the
privatization of security. In doing so, this handbook provides a vital and necessary contribution to this
field. The volume provides a comprehensive picture of the full range of practices of privatization (from
the everyday security of the individuals to the strategies of firms and their involvement on stakes
regarding the governance of national security). In addition, theoretically, the book challenges the
dualist visions opposing private and publicsecurity, and shows the far reaching consequences for
democracy by discussing these hybrid entities that now populate the new global security assemblages.’
-- Didier Bigo, King’s College London, UK

‘This is an important volume drawing together a wide range of different perspectives to examine
various aspects of private security and its implications for contemporary global society and politics.
The volume’s assimilation of new and established scholars, several relevant disciplines, and distinct
geographical perspectives opens the way for serious conversation about this ubiquitous phenomenon –
and should be on the reading list of anyone seeking to understand it.’ -- Deborah Avant, University of
Denver, USA

About the Author

Rita Abrahamsen is Professor in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University
of Ottawa. She is author (with M.C. Williams) of Security Beyond the State: Private Security in International
Politics (2011) and Disciplining Democracy: Development Discourse and the Good Governance Agenda in
Africa (2000).

Anna Leander is Professor (MSO) at the Copenhagen Business School and Professor at the Institute of
International Relations at PUC, Rio de Janeiro. She is editor of Commercialising Security in Europe
(Routledge 2013), Business and Global Governance (Routledge 2010), and Constructivism and International
Relations (Routledge 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Routledge Handbook of Private
Security Studies as the daily resource information.
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Robert Doyle:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is Routledge
Handbook of Private Security Studies.

Rosemary Till:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Charles Malone:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Routledge Handbook of Private Security Studies when you essential it?
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