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(This work was originally released on the Internet and may be read, free of
charge, at the following website: http://soundingthedepths.blogspot.com/. The
paperback for sale here is intended for readers, students, educators, etc., for
whom a printed format would be more comfortable or appropriate. NB: The
many photos, diagrams and other illustrations in the online version, along with
the audio and video links, could not, for various reasons, be included in the
paperback; however, all these materials, clearly referenced in the printed text, can
easily be accessed online via specially designed pages linked to the blog website.
For details, see “Preface to the hard copy edition” opposite the Table of
Contents.) “Sounding the Depths” is an innovative inquiry into the origins and
deep history of some of humankind's most venerable and highly valued
traditions, suggesting “solutions to mysteries that, until recently, were thought to
be completely beyond the reach of systematic investigation.” Building on his
many years of research on world music, the author draws on a wide range of
anthropological, archaeological and biological evidence, with special emphasis
on the revolutionary genetic research behind the widely discussed “Out of
Africa” model of early human history. A major objective is to demonstrate that
evidence distilled from the music of contemporary indigenous peoples can
function as a kind of cultural “genome,” roughly analogous to the biological
genome currently being explored by geneticists. Indeed, it is the author’s hope
that his research may some day do for cultural history what population genetics is
currently doing for our biological history; going, in both cases, all the way back
to our beginnings in Africa. Written in a straightforward, non-academic style, this
book should appeal to a wide range of readers, from anyone with an interest in
world music, cultural evolution or early human history, to students and
professionals in fields such as anthropology, archaeology, population genetics,
ethnomusicology and pre-history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr. Victor Grauer, based in Pittsburgh, PA, is a composer, musicologist, film maker, media artist, poet and
dramatist. He holds a Masters Degree in Ethnomusicology from Wesleyan University, with additional studies
in that field at UCLA, and a Ph. D. in Music Composition from SUNY Buffalo. He was co-creator, with
Alan Lomax, of Cantometrics, a systematic approach to the worldwide comparative analysis of traditional
vocal music, and worked on the Cantometrics Project for several years, under Lomax’s supervision. His
creative work has been presented in many venues worldwide, including Lincoln Center (the New York Film
Festival), Carnegie Institute (Pittsburgh), The Kitchen (New York), The Mattress Factory (Pittsburgh), the
Barbicon Center (London), etc. His writings on musicology and the arts have been published in journals such
as Ethnomusicology, Semiotica, Art Criticism, Music Theory Online, Other Voices, Millennium Film
Journal, The World of Music and Before Farming. He is a recipient of the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust's
Creative Achievement Award. Grauer has taught at the University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Filmmakers, the
Pittsburgh High School of the Creative and Performing Arts and Chatham College. He is presently engaged
in research linking his work with Lomax on Cantometrics with current developments in genetic anthropology
and archaeology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

The book Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sharon Grace:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through surrounding.
One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why, by
reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the
Voices of History book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.
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Fanny Rutledge:

Here thing why this kind of Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication
that similar with Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Sounding the Depths:
Tradition and the Voices of History in e-book can be your alternate.

William Ward:

The experience that you get from Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
Sounding the Depths: Tradition and the Voices of History instantly.
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