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Mexican conservationists have sometimes observed that it is difficult to find a
country less interested in the conservation of its natural resources than is Mexico.
Yet, despite a long history dedicated to the pursuit of development regardless of
its environmental consequences, Mexico has an equally long, though much less
developed and appreciated, tradition of environmental conservation.

Lane Simonian here offers the first panoramic history of conservation in Mexico
from pre-contact times to the current Mexican environmental movement. He
explores the origins of conservation and environmental concerns in Mexico, the
philosophies and endeavors of Mexican conservationists, and the enactment of
important conservation laws and programs. This heretofore untold story, drawn
from interviews with leading Mexican conservationists as well as archival
research, will be important reading throughout the international community of
activists, researchers, and concerned citizens interested in the intertwined issues
of conservation and development.
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Mexican conservationists have sometimes observed that it is difficult to find a country less interested in the
conservation of its natural resources than is Mexico. Yet, despite a long history dedicated to the pursuit of
development regardless of its environmental consequences, Mexico has an equally long, though much less
developed and appreciated, tradition of environmental conservation.

Lane Simonian here offers the first panoramic history of conservation in Mexico from pre-contact times to
the current Mexican environmental movement. He explores the origins of conservation and environmental
concerns in Mexico, the philosophies and endeavors of Mexican conservationists, and the enactment of
important conservation laws and programs. This heretofore untold story, drawn from interviews with leading
Mexican conservationists as well as archival research, will be important reading throughout the international
community of activists, researchers, and concerned citizens interested in the intertwined issues of
conservation and development.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The dismal state of Mexico's environment was a major wrangling point in the recent negotiations of the
North American Free Trade Agreement, which would lead many readers to believe that Mexico has little, if
any, historical interest in conservation. Independent scholar Simonian points out that Mexico actually has a
long history of trying to protect its environment, one that stretches back to before the Spaniards' arrival.
Simonian doesn't glorify these past civilizations but instead points out that their concern for and appreciation
of natural beauty coincided with ancient farming techniques that to this day result in poor crop yields and
force Mexico to import such staples as corn and beans. Readers will sympathize with the frustration of
environmentalists from Miguel Angel de Quevedo to Homero Aridjis as they grapple with the question of
conservation versus industrialization and struggle to prove they can coexist. Avid green readers will enjoy
this clearly written book but will be disappointed to discover that it merely recounts Mexico's journey to the
brink of ecological disaster without offering any advice on how, now facing a new economic crisis, the
country can avoid going over the edge.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Simonian has provided us with a history of conservation in Mexico that will be a standard text for some
time to come. It is concise and well-written and, because it makes a complex topic easily accessible, it will
be widely used by teachers as well as specialists and activists." (American Historical Review)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

The book Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing
like a book Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico? A number of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of
Conservation in Mexico has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Rush:

Beside this kind of Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of
Conservation in Mexico because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
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Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

June Whitaker:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Defending the Land of
the Jaguar: A History of Conservation in Mexico. You can more attractive than now.

Teresa Riggs:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A
History of Conservation in Mexico to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Defending the Land of the Jaguar: A History of
Conservation in Mexico can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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