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The Los Angeles Times said of Ludmila Ulitskaya’s The Funeral Party, “In
America we have friends, family, lovers, and parents–four kinds of love. Could it
really be that in Russia they have more? Ludmila Ulitskaya makes it seem so.” In
Sonechka: A Novella and Stories, Ulitskaya brings us tales of these other loves in
her richly lyrical prose, populated with captivating and unusual characters.

In “Queen of Spades,” Anna, a successful ophthalmologic surgeon in her sixties;
her daughter, Katya; and Katya’s teenage daughter and young son live in
constant terror of Anna’s mother, a domineering, autocratic, aging former beauty
queen. In “Angel,” a closeted middle-aged professor marries an uneducated
charwoman for love of her young son, raising the child in his image. In “The
Orlov-Sokolovs,” perfectly matched young lovers are pulled apart by the Soviet
academic bureaucracy. And in the stunning novella “Sonechka,” the heroine, a
bookworm turned muse turned mother, reveals a love and loyalty at once
astounding in its generosity and grotesque in its pathos.

In these stories, love and life are lived under the radar of oppression, in want of
material comfort, in obeisance to or matter-of-fact rejection of the pervasive
restrictions of Soviet rule. If living well is the best revenge, then Ludmila
Ulitskaya’s characters, in choosing to embrace the unique gifts that their lives
bring them, are small heroes of the quotidian, their stories as funny and tender as
they are brilliantly told.
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The Los Angeles Times said of Ludmila Ulitskaya’s The Funeral Party, “In America we have friends, family,
lovers, and parents–four kinds of love. Could it really be that in Russia they have more? Ludmila Ulitskaya
makes it seem so.” In Sonechka: A Novella and Stories, Ulitskaya brings us tales of these other loves in her
richly lyrical prose, populated with captivating and unusual characters.

In “Queen of Spades,” Anna, a successful ophthalmologic surgeon in her sixties; her daughter, Katya; and
Katya’s teenage daughter and young son live in constant terror of Anna’s mother, a domineering, autocratic,
aging former beauty queen. In “Angel,” a closeted middle-aged professor marries an uneducated charwoman
for love of her young son, raising the child in his image. In “The Orlov-Sokolovs,” perfectly matched young
lovers are pulled apart by the Soviet academic bureaucracy. And in the stunning novella “Sonechka,” the
heroine, a bookworm turned muse turned mother, reveals a love and loyalty at once astounding in its
generosity and grotesque in its pathos.

In these stories, love and life are lived under the radar of oppression, in want of material comfort, in
obeisance to or matter-of-fact rejection of the pervasive restrictions of Soviet rule. If living well is the best
revenge, then Ludmila Ulitskaya’s characters, in choosing to embrace the unique gifts that their lives bring
them, are small heroes of the quotidian, their stories as funny and tender as they are brilliantly told.
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Editorial Review

Review
“From one of the most important living Russian writers comes a collection of storytelling miracles. The
Russian women in Ludmila Ulitskaya’s stories are unlike any you have met before. They are charming,
intelligent, seductive, and strong enough to carry an entire dysfunctional country on their backs.”

–Gary Shteyngart, author of
The Russian Debutante’s Handbook

About the Author
Ludmila Ulitskaya was born in Bashkiria, in the Ural region, and was trained as a geneticist. Her novels and
short stories have been published in more than twenty-five languages. She has received many awards for her
writing, including the first Russian Booker Prize and the Medici Prize. She lives in Moscow.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Sonechka: A Novella
and Stories book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Belen Riedel:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Sonechka: A Novella and Stories book is readable through you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
Sonechka: A Novella and Stories content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Sonechka: A Novella and Stories is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Cindy Coleman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
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book that recommended for you is Sonechka: A Novella and Stories this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Irma Lovern:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Sonechka: A
Novella and Stories which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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