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The conditions for thinking about Latin America as a regional unit in
transnational academic discourse have shifted over the past decades. In The
Exhaustion of Difference Alberto Moreiras ponders the ramifications of this shift
and draws on deconstruction, Marxian theory, philosophy, political economy,
subaltern studies, literary criticism, and postcolonial studies to interrogate the
minimal conditions for an effective critique of knowledge given the recent
transformations of the contemporary world.
What, asks Moreiras, is the function of critical reason in the present moment?
What is regionalistic knowledge in the face of globalization? Can regionalistic
knowledge be an effective tool for a critique of contemporary reason? What is
the specificity of Latin Americanist reflection and how is it situated to deal with
these questions? Through examinations of critical regionalism, restitutional
excess, the historical genealogy of Latin American subalternism, testimonio
literature, and the cultural politics of magical realism, Moreiras argues that while
cultural studies is increasingly institutionalized and in danger of reproducing the
dominant ideologies of late capitalism, it is also ripe for giving way to projects of
theoretical reformulation. Ultimately, he claims, critical reason must abandon its
allegiance to aesthetic-historicist projects and the destructive binaries upon which
all cultural theories of modernity have been constructed.
 The Exhaustion of Difference makes a significant contribution to the rethinking
of Latin American cultural studies.
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The conditions for thinking about Latin America as a regional unit in transnational academic discourse have
shifted over the past decades. In The Exhaustion of Difference Alberto Moreiras ponders the ramifications of
this shift and draws on deconstruction, Marxian theory, philosophy, political economy, subaltern studies,
literary criticism, and postcolonial studies to interrogate the minimal conditions for an effective critique of
knowledge given the recent transformations of the contemporary world.
What, asks Moreiras, is the function of critical reason in the present moment? What is regionalistic
knowledge in the face of globalization? Can regionalistic knowledge be an effective tool for a critique of
contemporary reason? What is the specificity of Latin Americanist reflection and how is it situated to deal
with these questions? Through examinations of critical regionalism, restitutional excess, the historical
genealogy of Latin American subalternism, testimonio literature, and the cultural politics of magical realism,
Moreiras argues that while cultural studies is increasingly institutionalized and in danger of reproducing the
dominant ideologies of late capitalism, it is also ripe for giving way to projects of theoretical reformulation.
Ultimately, he claims, critical reason must abandon its allegiance to aesthetic-historicist projects and the
destructive binaries upon which all cultural theories of modernity have been constructed.
 The Exhaustion of Difference makes a significant contribution to the rethinking of Latin American cultural
studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Exhaustion of Difference ‘pushes Latin Americanist fulfilment against its limits.’ The limits radiate out
into the networks of subalternities, locationisms, Area Studies/Cultural Studies, globalization and
transculturation—and beyond. In these pages high theory is at home with Latin American intellectual history
and deft textual analysis.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, author of A Critique of Postcolonial Reason:
Toward a History of the Vanishing Present

“With extreme clarity of argument and intellectual sophistication, this book subjects the field’s epistemic
diagram to a radical questioning that upsets the sociological and literary conventionalism of Latin American
thinking on identity and difference, globalization and locality, and culture and politics. The rigor and
positional force with which this book deploys its polemical apparatus will alter the academic pathways of
reflection on Latin America.”—Nelly Richard, Editor, Revista de Crítica Cultural

From the Publisher
“The Exhaustion of Difference ‘pushes Latin Americanist fulfilment against its limits.’ The limits radiate out
into the networks of subalternities, locationisms, Area Studies/Cultural Studies, globalization and
transculturation—and beyond. In these pages high theory is at home with Latin American intellectual history
and deft textual analysis.”—Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, author of A Critique of Postcolonial Reason:
Toward a History of the Vanishing Present

“With extreme clarity of argument and intellectual sophistication, this book subjects the field’s epistemic
diagram to a radical questioning that upsets the sociological and literary conventionalism of Latin American
thinking on identity and difference, globalization and locality, and culture and politics. The rigor and
positional force with which this book deploys its polemical apparatus will alter the academic pathways of
reflection on Latin America.”—Nelly Richard, Editor, Revista de Crítica Cultural

From the Back Cover
"With extreme clarity of argument and intellectual sophistication, this book subjects the field's epistemic
diagram to a radical questioning that upsets the sociological and literary conventionalism of Latin American
thinking on identity and difference, globalization and locality, and culture and politics. The rigor and
positional force with which this book deploys its polemical apparatus will alter the academic pathways of
reflection on Latin America."--Nelly Richard, Editor, "Revista de Critica Cultural"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
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looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Exhaustion of Difference: The Politics of Latin American
Cultural Studies (Post-Contemporary Interventions).

Jennifer McMorris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Exhaustion of
Difference: The Politics of Latin American Cultural Studies (Post-Contemporary Interventions) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Charles Jose:

You can find this The Exhaustion of Difference: The Politics of Latin American Cultural Studies (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Miguel Sherman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Exhaustion of Difference: The Politics of Latin American Cultural Studies (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) when you necessary it?
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