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As an event of shattering consequence, the Partition of India remains significant
today. While Partition sounds smooth on paper, the reality was horrific. More
than eight million people migrated and one million died in the process. The
forced migration, violence between Hindus and Muslims, and mass widowhood
were unprecedented and well-documented. What was less obvious but equally
real was that millions of people had to realign their identities, uncertain about
who they thought they were. The rending of the social and emotional fabric that
took place in 1947 is still far from mended.

While there are plenty of official accounts of Partition, there are few social
histories and no feminist histories. Borders and Boundaries changes that,
providing first-hand accounts and memoirs, juxtaposed alongside official
government accounts. The authors make women not only visible but central.
They explore what country, nation, and religious identity meant for women, and
they address the question of the nation-state and the gendering of citizenship.

In the largest ever peace-time mass migration of people, violence against women
became the norm. Thousands of women committed suicide or were done to death
by their own kinsmen. Nearly 100,000 women were "abducted" during the
migration. A young woman might have been separated from her family when a
convoy was ambushed, abducted by people of another religion, forced to convert,
and forced into marriage or cohabitation. After bearing a child, she would be
offered the opportunity to return only if she left her child behind and if she could
face shame in her natal community. These stories do not paint their subjects as
victims. Theirs are the stories of battles over gender, the body, sexuality, and
nationalism-stories of women fighting for identity.
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As an event of shattering consequence, the Partition of India remains significant today. While Partition
sounds smooth on paper, the reality was horrific. More than eight million people migrated and one million
died in the process. The forced migration, violence between Hindus and Muslims, and mass widowhood
were unprecedented and well-documented. What was less obvious but equally real was that millions of
people had to realign their identities, uncertain about who they thought they were. The rending of the social
and emotional fabric that took place in 1947 is still far from mended.

While there are plenty of official accounts of Partition, there are few social histories and no feminist
histories. Borders and Boundaries changes that, providing first-hand accounts and memoirs, juxtaposed
alongside official government accounts. The authors make women not only visible but central. They explore
what country, nation, and religious identity meant for women, and they address the question of the nation-
state and the gendering of citizenship.

In the largest ever peace-time mass migration of people, violence against women became the norm.
Thousands of women committed suicide or were done to death by their own kinsmen. Nearly 100,000
women were "abducted" during the migration. A young woman might have been separated from her family
when a convoy was ambushed, abducted by people of another religion, forced to convert, and forced into
marriage or cohabitation. After bearing a child, she would be offered the opportunity to return only if she left
her child behind and if she could face shame in her natal community. These stories do not paint their subjects
as victims. Theirs are the stories of battles over gender, the body, sexuality, and nationalism-stories of
women fighting for identity.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

In other case, little persons like to read book Borders and Boundaries: How Women Experienced the
Partition of India. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a book Borders and Boundaries: How Women Experienced the Partition of India. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Andre Rosier:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Borders and Boundaries: How Women Experienced the Partition of India will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

Melody Grissom:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Borders and Boundaries: How Women
Experienced the Partition of India can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Borders and
Boundaries: How Women Experienced the Partition of India.

Joshua Atkins:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
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not only science book but novel and Borders and Boundaries: How Women Experienced the Partition of
India or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Borders and Boundaries: How Women Experienced the Partition of India to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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