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Tarsiiformes, or tarsiers for short, are a group of living species of special interest

to primatologists because their combination of derived and ancient characters

make them pivotal to understanding the roots of primate evolution. These small-

bodied, nocturnal, solitary creatures resemble lower primates in their behavior

but genetically, DNA evidence aligns them more closely with higher primates,

such as monkeys, apes, and humans. These astounding creatures exhibit an

ability found in no other living mammal¾they can turn their heads 180 degrees in

either direction to see both prey and predators. The world’s only exclusive

carnivorous primate, they eat live food (primarily insects, but the occasional

vertebrate, such as lizards, snakes, or frogs will also do). This unique

combination of behavior and anatomy makes the tarsier an especially interesting

and controversial animal for study among primate behaviorists, evolutionists, and

taxonomists, who view the tarsiers as “living fossils” that link past and present,

lower and higher, primates in the long chain of evolutionary history.

This new volume presents alternative and contrasting perspectives on the most

debated questions that have arisen in tarsier studies. Top researchers bring

together perspectives from anatomical, behavioral, genetic, and conservation

studies in this new and exciting addition to the understanding of primate

evolution.

This book is a volume in the Rutgers Series on Human Evolution, edited by

Robert Trivers, Lee Cronk, Helen Fischer, and Lionel Tiger.
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Tarsiiformes, or tarsiers for short, are a group of living species of special interest to primatologists because

their combination of derived and ancient characters make them pivotal to understanding the roots of primate

evolution. These small-bodied, nocturnal, solitary creatures resemble lower primates in their behavior but

genetically, DNA evidence aligns them more closely with higher primates, such as monkeys, apes, and

humans. These astounding creatures exhibit an ability found in no other living mammal¾they can turn their

heads 180 degrees in either direction to see both prey and predators. The world’s only exclusive carnivorous

primate, they eat live food (primarily insects, but the occasional vertebrate, such as lizards, snakes, or frogs

will also do). This unique combination of behavior and anatomy makes the tarsier an especially interesting

and controversial animal for study among primate behaviorists, evolutionists, and taxonomists, who view the

tarsiers as “living fossils” that link past and present, lower and higher, primates in the long chain of

evolutionary history.

This new volume presents alternative and contrasting perspectives on the most debated questions that have

arisen in tarsier studies. Top researchers bring together perspectives from anatomical, behavioral, genetic,

and conservation studies in this new and exciting addition to the understanding of primate evolution.

This book is a volume in the Rutgers Series on Human Evolution, edited by Robert Trivers, Lee Cronk,

Helen Fischer, and Lionel Tiger.
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Editorial Review

Review
This stimulating and compendious work brings readers up-to-date on what we know about tarsiers and their
ancestors -- Alan Walker, Evan Pugh Professor of Anthropology and Biology, Pennsylvania State University

About the Author
Patricia C. Wright is a professor of anthropology at Suny, Stony Brook and director of the Institute for the
Conservation of Tropical Environments, Stony Brook and Madagascar. Elwyn L. Simons is the head of the
Division of Fossil Primates of the Duke University Primate Center where, with Wright, he established one of
the world's only viable captive tarsier colonies. A member of the National Academies of Science, he is the
author of Primate Evolution: An Introduction to Man's Place in Nature. Sharon Gursky is an assistant
professor of anthropology at Texas A&M University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

This book untitled Tarsiers: Past, Present, and Future (Rutgers Series in Human Evolution) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your
list.

Karon Hall:

The particular book Tarsiers: Past, Present, and Future (Rutgers Series in Human Evolution) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert Hawkins:

The reason? Because this Tarsiers: Past, Present, and Future (Rutgers Series in Human Evolution) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
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the reserve store hurriedly.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Tarsiers: Past, Present, and Future (Rutgers
Series in Human Evolution), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.
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