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American folk musicians Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal, once musical partners, have
had careers which are at once conservative and innovative, imbuing the best of
folk traditions with their own powerful style. In The Unbroken Circle, Fred
Metting challenges the musical labels that often bind artists as he explores the
inspirational sources behind these two men. Cooder was influenced by ragtime-
blues, bottleneck gospel blues, Norteño music, as well as epic folk ballads. Mahal
surrounded himself with Afro-Caribbean music, Chicago blues and Hawaiian
music. Both of these artists created a collage from these sources, resisting
categories and always driving for the emotional center of the musical experience.

Metting traces the parallels between the two, in their careers and their musical
backgrounds. He demonstrates how American music transcends classification,
finding definition in its very fluidity. The result of a study such as this is not only
a respect for the earlier musical sources, but also a desire to continue the tradition
of adaptation and change. The Unbroken Circle is a book well-suited for music
students, American folklorists, and fans of the musicians profiled.
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American folk musicians Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal, once musical partners, have had careers which are at
once conservative and innovative, imbuing the best of folk traditions with their own powerful style. In The
Unbroken Circle, Fred Metting challenges the musical labels that often bind artists as he explores the
inspirational sources behind these two men. Cooder was influenced by ragtime-blues, bottleneck gospel
blues, Norteño music, as well as epic folk ballads. Mahal surrounded himself with Afro-Caribbean music,
Chicago blues and Hawaiian music. Both of these artists created a collage from these sources, resisting
categories and always driving for the emotional center of the musical experience.

Metting traces the parallels between the two, in their careers and their musical backgrounds. He demonstrates
how American music transcends classification, finding definition in its very fluidity. The result of a study
such as this is not only a respect for the earlier musical sources, but also a desire to continue the tradition of
adaptation and change. The Unbroken Circle is a book well-suited for music students, American folklorists,
and fans of the musicians profiled.
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Editorial Review

Review
It's an interesting premise, and Metting offers a lot of information and makes some thought-provoking
points...the source material he uses is well researched and thoroughly footnoted. (Dirty Linen)

...this is a readable and wide-ranging study, which delves into the music of New Orleans, Memphis and the
Caribbean, as well as the roots-rock mainstream. (Record Collector)

It is a scholarly study...The author's love for the music is obvious and his descriptions are bang on...an in-
depth study of two master musicians, in the context of the American tradition in which they began and the
wider traditions in which they continue. It is a work well worth reading. (Greenman Review)

About the Author
Fred Metting is Associate Professor of English at the University of New Hampshire at Manchester, where
he teaches a variety of literature, composition, and humanities courses.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The
Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American Folk Music
and Musicians Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Christopher Patton:

The book The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal
(American Folk Music and Musicians Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Unbroken
Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American Folk Music
and Musicians Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.
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Robert Sanders:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Unbroken
Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Audrey Mack:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also
they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them
is this The Unbroken Circle: Tradition and Innovation in the Music of Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal (American
Folk Music and Musicians Series).
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