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There is an urgent need to increase agricultural productivity in sub-Saharan
Africa in a sustainable and economically-viable manner. Transforming risk-
averse smallholders into business-oriented producers that invest in producing
surplus food for sale provides a formidable challenge, both from a technological
and socio-political perspective. 

This book addresses the issue of agricultural intensification in the humid
highland areas of Africa – regions with relatively good agricultural potential, but
where the scarce land resources are increasingly under pressure from the growing
population and from climate change. 

In addition to introductory and synthesis chapters, the book focuses on four
themes: system components required for agricultural intensification; the
integration of components at the system level; drivers for adoption of
technologies towards intensification; and the dissemination of complex
knowledge. It provides case studies of improved crop and soil management for
staple crops such as cassava and bananas, as well as examples of how the
livelihoods of rural people can be improved. 

The book provides a valuable resource for researchers, development actors,
students and policy makers in agricultural systems and economics and in
international development. It highlights and addresses key challenges and
opportunities that exist for sustainable agricultural intensification in the humid
highlands of sub-Saharan Africa.
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There is an urgent need to increase agricultural productivity in sub-Saharan Africa in a sustainable and
economically-viable manner. Transforming risk-averse smallholders into business-oriented producers that
invest in producing surplus food for sale provides a formidable challenge, both from a technological and
socio-political perspective. 

This book addresses the issue of agricultural intensification in the humid highland areas of Africa – regions
with relatively good agricultural potential, but where the scarce land resources are increasingly under
pressure from the growing population and from climate change. 

In addition to introductory and synthesis chapters, the book focuses on four themes: system components
required for agricultural intensification; the integration of components at the system level; drivers for
adoption of technologies towards intensification; and the dissemination of complex knowledge. It provides
case studies of improved crop and soil management for staple crops such as cassava and bananas, as well as
examples of how the livelihoods of rural people can be improved. 

The book provides a valuable resource for researchers, development actors, students and policy makers in
agricultural systems and economics and in international development. It highlights and addresses key
challenges and opportunities that exist for sustainable agricultural intensification in the humid highlands of
sub-Saharan Africa.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bernard Vanlauwe is the director for Central Africa and Natural Resource Management at the International
Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Piet van Asten is a systems agronomist at IITA-Uganda working on sustainable intensification of perennial-
based cropping systems (coffee, banana, cocoa) in Africa's humid zones, based in Kampala, Uganda. 

Guy Blomme is a Bioversity International scientist working on germplasm and integrated disease
management for more resilient and productive banana-based cropping systems in east and central Africa,
based in Kampala, Uganda.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maurice Henkel:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Agro-Ecological Intensification of
Agricultural Systems in the African Highlands book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Johnny Rogowski:

The book untitled Agro-Ecological Intensification of Agricultural Systems in the African Highlands is the e-
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Agro-Ecological Intensification of Agricultural
Systems in the African Highlands from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Hale:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Agro-Ecological
Intensification of Agricultural Systems in the African Highlands can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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Connie Nixon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on there.
Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Agro-Ecological Intensification of Agricultural Systems in the African Highlands can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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