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The blue whale is the biggest creature on Earth. But a hollow Mount Everest
could hold billions of whales! And though Mount Everest is enormous, it is
pretty small compared to the Earth. This book is an innovative exploration of size
and proportion.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This raffish primer on the meaning of "big" delivers a healthy, age-appropriate jolt to common assumptions
about proportion and numbers. Beginning with a blue whale's flukes ("the 'flipper' parts of the tail, all by
themselves bigger than most of Earth's creatures"), Wells projects the relative sizes of Mount Everest (20
giant jars filled with 100 blue whales each), the earth, the un, the Milky Way, right out to the universe itself.
Child-friendly watercolors show a bag of 100 planet earths dwarfed by the sun, and a crate of 100 "sun-sized
oranges" inconsequential atop Antares, "a red supergiant star." Somewhat understandably, Wells's pictures
and analogies wither as he tackles the magnitude of galaxies and the universe. To prevent readers from
choking on these perceptual mouthfuls, valuable introductory and final notes suggest a relatively concrete
scale: for instance, counting to a thousand takes about 12 minutes, counting to a million takes 3 weeks at 10
hours per day, but counting to a billion takes a lifetime. Ages 6-11.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 2-3-With its bright primary colors; cartoon illustrations; and readable, conversational text, this picture
book will find a niche in most collections. Not a story as such, it begins on the title page with the question,
"Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is?" and answers it in a series of cumulative examples. Millions of
blue whales placed into enormous jars and stacked up don't begin to compare to the colossal size of Mt.
Everest, just as even 100 Mt. Everests piled up only make up a whisker on the face of the Earth. Taking this
comparison to the outer limits of the imagination, Wells ends up with the biggest thing there is-the universe.
Librarians and teachers could use this book to introduce units on size, measuring, or relativity. And it would
be useful to demonstrate how to make beginning graphs in a fun, accessible way.
Jan Shephard Ross, Dixie Elementary Magnet School, Lexington, KY
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ages 4-8. In a picture book designed to expand children's horizons, Wells begins by comparing the hugeness
of the blue whale with the relative smallness of an elephant. Next, he shows that even a tall tower of giant
jars full of blue whales would be quite small compared with the size of Mount Everest. Even a tower of
Mount Everests "would be a mere WHISKER on the face of the Earth," and so on, as he goes on to compare
the size of the earth with that of the sun, and the sun with the red supergiant star Antares, which in turn is
much smaller than our galaxy, which is tiny compared with the universe. What How Much Is a Million did
for big numbers, this picture book does for big sizes, making the inconceivable more imaginable through
original, concrete images: the earth as one of a packet of marbles dwarfed by the sun, or the sun as one
orange in a crate that looks insignificant beside Antares. Lively ink-and-watercolor illustrations brighten the
pages of this accessible concept book. The title and cover will draw a large audience of small children
fascinated by big things. Carolyn Phelan

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Brandon Inouye:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of
Knowledge Science Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge
Science Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open
a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Kristina Keene:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of
Knowledge Science Series) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is?
(Wells of Knowledge Science Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge Science
Series). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Patricia Stokes:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge Science
Series) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer involving Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge Science
Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Is a Blue
Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge Science Series) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

George Bash:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It
can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Is a Blue Whale
the Biggest Thing There Is? (Wells of Knowledge Science Series).
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