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Minister of Police Joseph Fouché was universally distrusted, feared, and hated in
his time, but was nevertheless considered indispensable. In Medusa's Head, Rand
Mirante recounts the chameleonic and astonishing career of Napoleon's security
chief, who created the modern police state and wielded immense power that
threatened the other main organs of government. Fouché was one of the most
important, fascinating, and controversial figures of the French Revolution, the
First Empire, and the Bourbon Restoration, and this biography captures and
unravels the highlights of Fouché's life, including his infamous roles as: A priest-
in-training who became a radical Jacobin and de-Christianizer A regicide who
cast a dramatic swing vote for Louis XVI's immediate execution The grim and
remorseless "Butcher of Lyon" Mastermind of the conspiracy that sent
Robespierre to the guillotine The head of Napoleon's police - privy to everyone's
secrets, shaping the media, deploying 10,000 informants in Paris alone, and
securing funding from the Empire's casinos and brothels Cunning enabler of
Napoleon's 1799 coup, and subsequent repeated betrayer of the Emperor Acting
president after Waterloo and traitor to France Louis XVIII's Minister of Police, in
spite of his responsibility for the death of the King's brother A wealthy but
disgraced exile who met an unusual end in Trieste on the Adriatic Medusa's Head
provides fresh insights and perspectives on this enormously influential and
fearsome individual.
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Minister of Police Joseph Fouché was universally distrusted, feared, and hated in his time, but was
nevertheless considered indispensable. In Medusa's Head, Rand Mirante recounts the chameleonic and
astonishing career of Napoleon's security chief, who created the modern police state and wielded immense
power that threatened the other main organs of government. Fouché was one of the most important,
fascinating, and controversial figures of the French Revolution, the First Empire, and the Bourbon
Restoration, and this biography captures and unravels the highlights of Fouché's life, including his infamous
roles as: A priest-in-training who became a radical Jacobin and de-Christianizer A regicide who cast a
dramatic swing vote for Louis XVI's immediate execution The grim and remorseless "Butcher of Lyon"
Mastermind of the conspiracy that sent Robespierre to the guillotine The head of Napoleon's police - privy to
everyone's secrets, shaping the media, deploying 10,000 informants in Paris alone, and securing funding
from the Empire's casinos and brothels Cunning enabler of Napoleon's 1799 coup, and subsequent repeated
betrayer of the Emperor Acting president after Waterloo and traitor to France Louis XVIII's Minister of
Police, in spite of his responsibility for the death of the King's brother A wealthy but disgraced exile who
met an unusual end in Trieste on the Adriatic Medusa's Head provides fresh insights and perspectives on this
enormously influential and fearsome individual.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rand Mirante is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law School; after spending most of his
legal career with McGraw-Hill, he has worked in Princeton's development office. For a number of years he
taught a course titled Treason: from Henry V to John Walker Lindh in the University's Writing Program,
which helped spark his interest in the antihero Fouché. He also has been a featured speaker on military
history and diplomacy on alumni trips abroad.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Gomez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One
of them is this Medusa's Head: The Rise and Survival of Joseph Fouché, Inventor of the Modern Police
State.

Mark Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Medusa's Head: The Rise and Survival of Joseph Fouché,
Inventor of the Modern Police State why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Ethel Swafford:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be learn. Medusa's Head: The Rise and Survival of Joseph Fouché,
Inventor of the Modern Police State can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short
extra time problems.
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Joseph Lafond:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Medusa's Head: The Rise and Survival of Joseph Fouché, Inventor of the Modern Police State
offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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