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Defenders of the modern state often claim that it’s needed to protect us—from
terrorists, invaders, bullies, and rapacious corporations. Economist John Kenneth
Galbraith, for instance, famously argued that the state was a source of
“countervailing power” that kept other social institutions in check. But what if
those “countervailing” institution—corporations, government agencies and
domesticated labor unions—in practice collude more than they “countervail”
each other? And what if network communications technology and digital
platforms now enable us to take on all those dinosaur hierarchies as equals—and
more than equals. In The Desktop Regulatory State, Kevin Carson shows how the
power of self-regulation, which people engaged in social cooperation have
always possessed, has been amplified and intensifed by changes in
consciousness—as people have become aware of their own power and of their
ability to care for themselves without the state—and in technology—especially
information technology. Drawing as usual on a wide array of insights from
diverse disciplines, Carson paints an inspiring, challenging, and optimistic
portrait of a humane future without the state, and points provocatively toward the
steps we need to take in order to achieve it.
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and rapacious corporations. Economist John Kenneth Galbraith, for instance, famously argued that the state
was a source of “countervailing power” that kept other social institutions in check. But what if those
“countervailing” institution—corporations, government agencies and domesticated labor unions—in practice
collude more than they “countervail” each other? And what if network communications technology and
digital platforms now enable us to take on all those dinosaur hierarchies as equals—and more than equals. In
The Desktop Regulatory State, Kevin Carson shows how the power of self-regulation, which people engaged
in social cooperation have always possessed, has been amplified and intensifed by changes in
consciousness—as people have become aware of their own power and of their ability to care for themselves
without the state—and in technology—especially information technology. Drawing as usual on a wide array
of insights from diverse disciplines, Carson paints an inspiring, challenging, and optimistic portrait of a
humane future without the state, and points provocatively toward the steps we need to take in order to
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kevin Carson is a Senior Fellow and holds the Karl Hess Chair in Social Theory at Center for a Stateless
Society (C4SS.org), where he writes news commentary and research papers. He is the author of three
previous books: Studies in Mutualist Political Economy; Organization Theory: A Libertarian Perspective;
and The Homebrew Industrial Revolution: A Low-Overhead Manifesto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power
of Individuals and Networks.

Angela Harris:

The book The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of Individuals and Networks gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of Individuals and
Networks to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read
a e-book The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of Individuals and Networks. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Patricia Lopez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of
Individuals and Networks can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Desktop
Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of Individuals and Networks.
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Julie Gibson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Desktop Regulatory State: The Countervailing Power of Individuals and Networks. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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