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Before the Second World War, social scientists struggled to define and defend
their disciplines. After the war, "high modern" social scientists harnessed new
resources in a quest to create a unified understanding of human behavior?and to
remake the world in the image of their new model man.

In Age of System, Hunter Heyck explains why social scientists?shaped by
encounters with the ongoing "organizational revolution" and its revolutionary
technologies of communication and control?embraced a new and extremely
influential perspective on science and nature, one that conceived of all things in
terms of system, structure, function, organization, and process. He also explores
how this emerging unified theory of human behavior implied a troubling
similarity between humans and machines, with freighted implications for
individual liberty and self-direction.

These social scientists trained a generation of decision-makers in schools of
business and public administration, wrote the basic textbooks from which
millions learned how the economy, society, polity, culture, and even the mind
worked, and drafted the position papers, books, and articles that helped set the
terms of public discourse in a new era of mass media, think tanks, and issue
networks. Drawing on close readings of key texts and a broad survey of more
than 1,800 journal articles, Heyck follows the dollars?and the dreams?of a
generation of scholars that believed in "the system." He maps the broad
landscape of changes in the social sciences, focusing especially intently on the
ideas and practices associated with modernization theory, rational choice theory,
and modeling. A highly accomplished historian, Heyck relays this complicated
story with unusual clarity.
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Before the Second World War, social scientists struggled to define and defend their disciplines. After the
war, "high modern" social scientists harnessed new resources in a quest to create a unified understanding of
human behavior?and to remake the world in the image of their new model man.

In Age of System, Hunter Heyck explains why social scientists?shaped by encounters with the ongoing
"organizational revolution" and its revolutionary technologies of communication and control?embraced a
new and extremely influential perspective on science and nature, one that conceived of all things in terms of
system, structure, function, organization, and process. He also explores how this emerging unified theory of
human behavior implied a troubling similarity between humans and machines, with freighted implications
for individual liberty and self-direction.

These social scientists trained a generation of decision-makers in schools of business and public
administration, wrote the basic textbooks from which millions learned how the economy, society, polity,
culture, and even the mind worked, and drafted the position papers, books, and articles that helped set the
terms of public discourse in a new era of mass media, think tanks, and issue networks. Drawing on close
readings of key texts and a broad survey of more than 1,800 journal articles, Heyck follows the dollars?and
the dreams?of a generation of scholars that believed in "the system." He maps the broad landscape of
changes in the social sciences, focusing especially intently on the ideas and practices associated with
modernization theory, rational choice theory, and modeling. A highly accomplished historian, Heyck relays
this complicated story with unusual clarity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Age of System: Understanding the Development of Modern
Social Science.

Billy Anderson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Age of System: Understanding the Development
of Modern Social Science seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Age of System:
Understanding the Development of Modern Social Science is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Age of System: Understanding the Development
of Modern Social Science. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Patricia Briggs:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Age of System:
Understanding the Development of Modern Social Science book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Jami Hannah:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
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known as of book Age of System: Understanding the Development of Modern Social Science. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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