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Originally published in 1967, the modest and plainly descriptive title of
Development Projects Observed is deceptive. Today, it is recognized as the
ultimate volume of Hirschman's groundbreaking trilogy on development, and as
the bridge to the broader social science themes of his subsequent writings.
Though among his lesser-known works, this unassuming tome is one of his most
influential.

It is in this book that Hirschman first shared his now famous "Principle of the
Hiding Hand." In an April 2013 New Yorker issue, Malcolm Gladwell wrote an
appreciation of the principle, described by Cass Sunstein in the book's new
foreword as "a bit of a trick up history's sleeve." It can be summed up as a
phenomenon in which people's inability to foresee obstacles leads to actions that
succeed because people have far more problem-solving ability that they
anticipate or appreciate.

And it is in Development Projects Observed that Hirschman laid the foundation
for the core of his most important work, Exit, Voice, and Loyalty, and later led to
the concept of an "exit strategy."
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Originally published in 1967, the modest and plainly descriptive title of Development Projects Observed is
deceptive. Today, it is recognized as the ultimate volume of Hirschman's groundbreaking trilogy on
development, and as the bridge to the broader social science themes of his subsequent writings. Though
among his lesser-known works, this unassuming tome is one of his most influential.

It is in this book that Hirschman first shared his now famous "Principle of the Hiding Hand." In an April
2013 New Yorker issue, Malcolm Gladwell wrote an appreciation of the principle, described by Cass
Sunstein in the book's new foreword as "a bit of a trick up history's sleeve." It can be summed up as a
phenomenon in which people's inability to foresee obstacles leads to actions that succeed because people
have far more problem-solving ability that they anticipate or appreciate.

And it is in Development Projects Observed that Hirschman laid the foundation for the core of his most
important work, Exit, Voice, and Loyalty, and later led to the concept of an "exit strategy."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Albert O. Hirschman (1915-2012) was an influential economist who is widely regarded as one of the
twentieth century's most extraordinary intellectuals. His other books include Exit, Voice, and Loyalty:
Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations, and States (Harvard University Press, 1970) and The Strategy
of Economic Development (Yale University Press, 1958).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Development Projects Observed (A Brookings Classic) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Development
Projects Observed (A Brookings Classic) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Dennis James:

This Development Projects Observed (A Brookings Classic) is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Development Projects Observed (A Brookings Classic) in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt this?

Florence Nguyen:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Development Projects Observed (A
Brookings Classic) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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Thomas Brown:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Development Projects Observed (A Brookings
Classic) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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