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Hidden Essence of the Martial Arts and the Spirit of the Samurai

Japanese history is replete with great sword masters. Legendary figures such as
Koizumi Isenokami, Tsukahara Bokuden, Yagyu Munenori, Miyamoto Musashi,
and Ito Ittosai have been revered as deities for countless years, forged into the
history of Japan's martial arts. But there were also many lesser known samurai
who carried the spirit of Bushido, Tirelessly devoting themselves to Japan's
martial traditions and mastering their many fighting forms. Japan's rich legacy of
swordsmanship has been passed on through these generations of samurai, who
developed many techniques using the long sword, short sword, and Ninja sword,
among others.

In this book, Masaaki Hatsumi, the most renonwned Budo and Ninja grandmaster
in the world, explores the venerable history of Japanese sword fighting, sharing
with the reader his reflections on the hidden essence of this revered martial art.
He covers a variety of classical techniques including Ninja kenpo, Yagyu
Shinkage-ryu, as well as two-sword techniques. Drawing on his deep knowledge,
the author demonstrates advenced, practical applications of the art, using the
stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. More mysterious, secret techniques are
also discussed, including those involving armor, and the variety of renowned
mutodori (no-sword) forms-the ultimate martial skill of the samurai. Works of
calligraphy by famous samurai masters, such as Asari Matashichiro and
Yamaoka Tesshu, accompany the descriptions, as well as important historical
scrolls and an array of lavish illustrations that help demonstrate the grace and
beauty of Japanese sword fighting.

After his highly acclaimed works The Way of the Ninja and Advanced Stick
Fighting, Masaaki Hatsumi continues to pursue his life's ambition of fostering
and spreading Budo throughout the world, with this definitive book on the art of
Japanese sword fighting. Within his technical descriptions and musings on the
history of Bushido, Hatsumi's philosophy of promoting a world of peace and
tolerance is ever present, as is his firm belief in the universality of Budo,
espoused in his own words: ". . . if the seed of Japan's Budo is planted anywhere
in the world, it will continue to grow and flourish."
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Hidden Essence of the Martial Arts and the Spirit of the Samurai

Japanese history is replete with great sword masters. Legendary figures such as Koizumi Isenokami,
Tsukahara Bokuden, Yagyu Munenori, Miyamoto Musashi, and Ito Ittosai have been revered as deities for
countless years, forged into the history of Japan's martial arts. But there were also many lesser known
samurai who carried the spirit of Bushido, Tirelessly devoting themselves to Japan's martial traditions and
mastering their many fighting forms. Japan's rich legacy of swordsmanship has been passed on through these
generations of samurai, who developed many techniques using the long sword, short sword, and Ninja
sword, among others.

In this book, Masaaki Hatsumi, the most renonwned Budo and Ninja grandmaster in the world, explores the
venerable history of Japanese sword fighting, sharing with the reader his reflections on the hidden essence of
this revered martial art. He covers a variety of classical techniques including Ninja kenpo, Yagyu Shinkage-
ryu, as well as two-sword techniques. Drawing on his deep knowledge, the author demonstrates advenced,
practical applications of the art, using the stick, spear, naginata, and kusarigama. More mysterious, secret
techniques are also discussed, including those involving armor, and the variety of renowned mutodori (no-
sword) forms-the ultimate martial skill of the samurai. Works of calligraphy by famous samurai masters,
such as Asari Matashichiro and Yamaoka Tesshu, accompany the descriptions, as well as important
historical scrolls and an array of lavish illustrations that help demonstrate the grace and beauty of Japanese
sword fighting.

After his highly acclaimed works The Way of the Ninja and Advanced Stick Fighting, Masaaki Hatsumi
continues to pursue his life's ambition of fostering and spreading Budo throughout the world, with this
definitive book on the art of Japanese sword fighting. Within his technical descriptions and musings on the
history of Bushido, Hatsumi's philosophy of promoting a world of peace and tolerance is ever present, as is
his firm belief in the universality of Budo, espoused in his own words: ". . . if the seed of Japan's Budo is
planted anywhere in the world, it will continue to grow and flourish."
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Editorial Review

Review

The text is enhanced with works of calligraphy by famous samurai masters, important historical scrolls, and
lavish illustrations that convey the grace and beauty of sword fighting." -Rafu Shimpo

"...Japanese Sword Fighting, a truly "must-have" manual for Japanese swordsmanship enthusiasts."
-Wisconsin Bookwatch

About the Author

Dr. MASAAKI HATSUMI was born in 1931. After progressing through various martial arts, he found his
life's mentor, Takamatsu Toshitsugu, and studied under him for the next fifteen years, becoming the 34th
Grand Master of Togakure-ryu Ninjutsu and eight other arts, which he unified into the Bujinkan system. Dr.
Hatsumi has taught thousands of individual students as well as instructing at law enforcement agencies all
over the world, and has received numerous accolades from politicians and spiritual leaders of many
nationalities. He has also worked as a professional osteopath, acted in a popular television series, is the
author of many books and DVDs on Ninjutsu and Budo, and was for many years Chairman of the
International Department of the Japan Literary Artists' Club.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dan Fry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai. Try to make the
book Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend
when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Blanche Ball:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
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reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Japanese Sword Fighting:
Secrets of the Samurai book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Timothy Wrobel:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Joel Padilla:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the
Samurai to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside
that the publication Japanese Sword Fighting: Secrets of the Samurai can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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