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Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States had earned
high respect among the international community of scholars and scientists. Since
1945, however, the distinctive attributes of American higher
education?decentralized administration, pluralistic and research-minded faculties,
and intense competition for government funding?have become world standard.
Whether measured by Nobel and other prizes, international applications for
student admissions and faculty appointments, or the results of academic surveys,
America's top research universities are the best in the world.

The Rise of American Research Universities provides a fresh historical
interpretation of their ascendancy and a fresh, comprehensive estimate of their
scholarly achievement. Hugh Davis Graham and Nancy Diamond question
traditional methods of rating the reputation and performance of universities; they
offer instead an empirical analysis of faculty productivity based on research
grants received, published research, and peer approval of that work. Comparing
the research achievements of faculty at more than 200 institutions, they differ
with most studies of higher education in measuring performance in every
academic field?from medicine to humanities?and in analyzing data on research
activity in terms of institutional size.

In this important and timely work, Graham and Diamond reassess the success of
American universities as research institutions and the role of public funding in
their developmentfrom the expansionist "golden years" of the 1950s and '60s,
through the austerity measures of the 1970s and the entrepreneurial ethos of the
1980s, to the budget crises universities face in the 1990s.
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Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States had earned high respect among the
international community of scholars and scientists. Since 1945, however, the distinctive attributes of
American higher education?decentralized administration, pluralistic and research-minded faculties, and
intense competition for government funding?have become world standard. Whether measured by Nobel and
other prizes, international applications for student admissions and faculty appointments, or the results of
academic surveys, America's top research universities are the best in the world.

The Rise of American Research Universities provides a fresh historical interpretation of their ascendancy and
a fresh, comprehensive estimate of their scholarly achievement. Hugh Davis Graham and Nancy Diamond
question traditional methods of rating the reputation and performance of universities; they offer instead an
empirical analysis of faculty productivity based on research grants received, published research, and peer
approval of that work. Comparing the research achievements of faculty at more than 200 institutions, they
differ with most studies of higher education in measuring performance in every academic field?from
medicine to humanities?and in analyzing data on research activity in terms of institutional size.

In this important and timely work, Graham and Diamond reassess the success of American universities as
research institutions and the role of public funding in their developmentfrom the expansionist "golden years"
of the 1950s and '60s, through the austerity measures of the 1970s and the entrepreneurial ethos of the 1980s,
to the budget crises universities face in the 1990s.
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Editorial Review

Review

[The authors] argue that ratings based on reputation reflect yesterday's reality and understate the quality of
some universities while overstating others.

(Miami Herald)

Provides a historical perspective on the annual snapshots by such periodicals as U.S. News and World
Report... Fluid, concise, [and] compelling.

(Journal of American History)

An important contribution to our understanding of what actually happened during that amazing period in the
history of higher education that began with World War II.

(Issues in Science and Technology)

A serious contribution to our knowledge of American research universities. Students and researchers of
American higher education will want to read this book, as will public policy makers and administrators.

(Journal of College Student Development)

From the Back Cover

Before the Second World War, few universities in the United States could compete as research institutions
with their European counterparts. Since 1945, however, America's top research universities are the best in
the world. In The Rise of American Research Universities explains how this remarkable transformation
occurred and offers a new, empirical, per capita assessment of the productivity and quality of faculties across
the disciplines at more than 200 public and private institutions. From the impact of federal funding and
decisions made by administrators at individual universities to the rigorous comparison of institutions, the
findings in this book offer important insights into the history and future of the American research university.

About the Author

Hugh Davis Graham  was the Holland N. McTyeire Professor of American History at Vanderbilt
University. Nancy Diamond  is a visiting assistant professor of history and a research associate at Temple
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Noel Klein:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar
Era can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Hermelinda Anthony:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites
and Challengers in the Postwar Era was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Diane Wilson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar
Era we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the Postwar Era. You
can more inviting than now.

Virginia Comer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Rise of American Research Universities: Elites and Challengers in the
Postwar Era when you desired it?
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