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What has planetary-scale computation done to our geopolitical realities? It takes
different forms at different scales -- from energy and mineral sourcing and
subterranean cloud infrastructure to urban software and massive universal
addressing systems; from interfaces drawn by the augmentation of the hand and
eye to users identified by self -- quantification and the arrival of legions of
sensors, algorithms, and robots. Together, how do these distort and deform
modern political geographies and produce new territories in their own image?In
The Stack, Benjamin Bratton proposes that these different genres of computation
-- smart grids, cloud platforms, mobile apps, smart cities, the Internet of Things,
automation -- can be seen not as so many species evolving on their own, but as
forming a coherent whole: an accidental megastructure called The Stack that is
both a computational apparatus and a new governing architecture. We are inside
The Stack and it is inside of us. In an account that is both theoretical and
technical, drawing on political philosophy, architectural theory, and software
studies, Bratton explores six layers of The Stack: Earth, Cloud, City, Address,
Interface, User. Each is mapped on its own terms and understood as a component
within the larger whole built from hard and soft systems intermingling -- not only
computational forms but also social, human, and physical forces. This model,
informed by the logic of the multilayered structure of protocol "stacks," in which
network technologies operate within a modular and vertical order, offers a
comprehensive image of our emerging infrastructure and a platform for its
ongoing reinvention. The Stack is an interdisciplinary design brief for a new
geopolitics that works with and for planetary-scale computation. Interweaving
the continental, urban, and perceptual scales, it shows how we can better build,
dwell within, communicate with, and govern our worlds.thestack.org
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What has planetary-scale computation done to our geopolitical realities? It takes different forms at different
scales -- from energy and mineral sourcing and subterranean cloud infrastructure to urban software and
massive universal addressing systems; from interfaces drawn by the augmentation of the hand and eye to
users identified by self -- quantification and the arrival of legions of sensors, algorithms, and robots.
Together, how do these distort and deform modern political geographies and produce new territories in their
own image?In The Stack, Benjamin Bratton proposes that these different genres of computation -- smart
grids, cloud platforms, mobile apps, smart cities, the Internet of Things, automation -- can be seen not as so
many species evolving on their own, but as forming a coherent whole: an accidental megastructure called
The Stack that is both a computational apparatus and a new governing architecture. We are inside The Stack
and it is inside of us. In an account that is both theoretical and technical, drawing on political philosophy,
architectural theory, and software studies, Bratton explores six layers of The Stack: Earth, Cloud, City,
Address, Interface, User. Each is mapped on its own terms and understood as a component within the larger
whole built from hard and soft systems intermingling -- not only computational forms but also social, human,
and physical forces. This model, informed by the logic of the multilayered structure of protocol "stacks," in
which network technologies operate within a modular and vertical order, offers a comprehensive image of
our emerging infrastructure and a platform for its ongoing reinvention. The Stack is an interdisciplinary
design brief for a new geopolitics that works with and for planetary-scale computation. Interweaving the
continental, urban, and perceptual scales, it shows how we can better build, dwell within, communicate with,
and govern our worlds.thestack.org
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Editorial Review

Review

In The Stack, Benjamin Bratton shows, with brilliant insight and imagination, what the world is coming to
look like in an era of planetary-scale computing. He cuts through many received ideas about technology,
globalization, and so forth and presents a fresh vision of the architecture of the world.

(McKenzie Wark, author of Molecular Red: Theory for the Anthropocene)

Endlessly thought-provoking, this amazing book is both cognitive mapping and a projective geometry of the
new dimensions of technological reality we live in.

(Kim Stanley Robinson, author of 2312)

The Stack is a major achievement. It is more than just philosophy of technology, software studies, or design
criticism; it analyzes and guides our thinking in a baffling Anthropocenic era when computation works at the
planetary scale and constitutes governance.

(Natalie Jeremijenko, Associate Professor of Art, Computer Science, and Environmental Studies, New York
University)

The Stack imagines a design brief for the whole world while floating or falling through all the ever-
efflorescent plasmas and atmospheres of digital information.

(Keller Easterling, Professor, Yale School of Architecture; author of Extrastatecraft: The Power of
Infrastructure Space)

This political geography of computation is a strange, marvelous text of great conceptual beauty. Benjamin
Bratton's The Stack breaks more new ground than a carpet bombing. The Stack itself may or may not exist,
but it's left everything that came before it in a state of rubble.

(Bruce Sterling)

About the Author

Benjamin H. Bratton is a theorist whose work spans philosophy, computer science, and design. He is
Associate Professor of Visual Arts and Director of the Center for Design and Geopolitics at the University of
California, San Diego. He is also Visiting Professor of Critical Studies at SCI-Arc (the Southern California
Institute of Architecture) and Professor of Digital Design at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee,
Switzerland.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software
Studies) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Rosa Tarpley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Stack: On Software and
Sovereignty (Software Studies). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Terry Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies)
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software
Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies). You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Rachel Cady:

You may get this The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

PDF File: The Stack: On Software And Sovereignty (Software Studies) 4



Read and Download Ebook The Stack: On Software And Sovereignty (Software Studies) PDF Public Ebook Library

Download and Read Online The Stack: On Software and
Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton
#L70T4YEC6FP

PDF File: The Stack: On Software And Sovereignty (Software Studies) 5



Read and Download Ebook The Stack: On Software And Sovereignty (Software Studies) PDF Public Ebook Library

Read The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies)
By Benjamin H. Bratton for online ebook

The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton Free PDF d0wnl0ad,
audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton
books to read online.

Online The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H.
Bratton ebook PDF download

The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton Doc

The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton Mobipocket

The Stack: On Software and Sovereignty (Software Studies) By Benjamin H. Bratton EPub

PDF File: The Stack: On Software And Sovereignty (Software Studies) 6


