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Mathews Phosa developed his love for poetry as a young boy growing up in rural
Mpumalanga and Limpopo. While he has published a collection of poems in
Afrikaans, Chants of Freedom is his first English poetry anthology. Mostly
written while in exile as the commander of an MK unit in Maputo, Mozambique,
Phosa’s poems vividly recreate the feelings of anger, defiance, frustration,
shame, pain and ultimately hope that characterized the exiles’ experience of the
struggle to abolish apartheid in South Africa.

Writing in a lyrical style, Phosa addresses such themes as oppression, violence,
death and hatred, and recalls the atrocities and tragedies of the migrant-labor
system, the murders of innocent children, the detentions without trial, the
bannings and the state-sanctioned executions that characterized the apartheid era.
Chants of Freedom provides raw, powerful and unprecedented insight into the
consciousness of a freedom fighter.
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Mathews Phosa developed his love for poetry as a young boy growing up in rural Mpumalanga and
Limpopo. While he has published a collection of poems in Afrikaans, Chants of Freedom is his first English
poetry anthology. Mostly written while in exile as the commander of an MK unit in Maputo, Mozambique,
Phosa’s poems vividly recreate the feelings of anger, defiance, frustration, shame, pain and ultimately hope
that characterized the exiles’ experience of the struggle to abolish apartheid in South Africa.

Writing in a lyrical style, Phosa addresses such themes as oppression, violence, death and hatred, and recalls
the atrocities and tragedies of the migrant-labor system, the murders of innocent children, the detentions
without trial, the bannings and the state-sanctioned executions that characterized the apartheid era. Chants of
Freedom provides raw, powerful and unprecedented insight into the consciousness of a freedom fighter.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr Nakedi Mathews Phosa was born in Mbombela township, Nelspruit, but grew up with his grandfather in a
rural area near Potgietersrus (Mokopane). He matriculated at Orhovelani High School in Thulamahashe and
in 1981 opened a legal practice in Nelspruit. He left South Africa in 1985 and in 1986 became the regional
commander of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the military wing of the African National Congress (ANC), in
Mozambique. Following the unbanning of the organisation in 1990, he was one of the first four members of
the ANC to enter South Africa in order to start the process of negotiation with the National Party
government. He played an important role in transition initiatives, including CODESA. As head of the ANC’s
legal department, he often engaged in fierce debates with the minister of law and order, Hernus Kriel, over
issues such as the joint investigation by the South African Police and the ANC into the death of Chris Hani.
After the first democratic elections in 1994, Phosa was appointed premier of Mpumalanga, a position he held
until 1999. In 1995, the University of Boston in the US awarded him an honorary doctorate. He has been a
member of the ANC’s National Executive Committee since 1999 and at the ANC’s 52nd National
Conference in 2007 he was elected treasurer general, a position he held until 1012. Phosa speaks nine
languages. In 1999 he published a volume of Afrikaans poetry called Deur die oog van ’n naald (Through the
eye of a needle).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Chants of Freedom: Poems Written in Exile. Try to stumble through book
Chants of Freedom: Poems Written in Exile as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Gloria Duncan:

This Chants of Freedom: Poems Written in Exile is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Chants of Freedom: Poems Written
in Exile can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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Margaret Pinson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Chants of Freedom: Poems Written in Exile can
give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Chants of Freedom: Poems
Written in Exile.

Martha Howell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Chants of Freedom: Poems Written in Exile. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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