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Law and the Utopian Imagination seeks to explore and resuscitate the notion of
utopianism within current legal discourse. The idea of utopia has fascinated the
imaginations of important thinkers for ages. And yet?who writes seriously on the
idea of utopia today? The mid-century critique appears to have carried the day,
and a belief in the very possibility of utopian achievements appears to have
flagged in the face of a world marked by political instability, social upheaval, and
dreary market realities. Instead of mapping out the contours of a familiar terrain,
this book seeks to explore the possibilities of a productive engagement between
the utopian and the legal imagination. The book asks: is it possible to re-imagine
or revitalize the concept of utopia such that it can survive the terms of the mid-
century liberal critique? Alternatively, is it possible to re-imagine the concept of
utopia and the theory of liberal legality so as to dissolve the apparent antagonism
between the two? In charting possible answers to these questions, the present
volume hopes to revive interest in a vital topic of inquiry too long neglected by
both social thinkers and legal scholars.
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Law and the Utopian Imagination seeks to explore and resuscitate the notion of utopianism within current
legal discourse. The idea of utopia has fascinated the imaginations of important thinkers for ages. And
yet?who writes seriously on the idea of utopia today? The mid-century critique appears to have carried the
day, and a belief in the very possibility of utopian achievements appears to have flagged in the face of a
world marked by political instability, social upheaval, and dreary market realities. Instead of mapping out the
contours of a familiar terrain, this book seeks to explore the possibilities of a productive engagement
between the utopian and the legal imagination. The book asks: is it possible to re-imagine or revitalize the
concept of utopia such that it can survive the terms of the mid-century liberal critique? Alternatively, is it
possible to re-imagine the concept of utopia and the theory of liberal legality so as to dissolve the apparent
antagonism between the two? In charting possible answers to these questions, the present volume hopes to
revive interest in a vital topic of inquiry too long neglected by both social thinkers and legal scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book of six essays on law and the utopian imagination is written by scholars from a wide array of
disciplines, including English literature, fine arts, art history and cultural studies, political science, and legal
philosophy and jurisprudence. The result is wide ranging and highly stimulating. Although the topics seem
almost at odds with one other, the authors each pursue a unique tangent and tap into their particular areas of
expertise to tease out exceptionally interesting logical constructions and conclusions as to the meaning and
relationship of imagined utopias and legal strictures." (Andrew Fair H-Net)

About the Author
Austin Sarat is the William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Jurisprudence and Political Science at Amherst
College. Lawrence Douglas is James J. Grosfeld Professor of Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought at
Amherst College. Martha Merrill Umphrey is Professor of Law, Jurisprudence and Social Thought and Chair
of Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought at Amherst College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Carter:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Law and the Utopian Imagination (The Amherst Series
in Law, Jurisprudence). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book Law and the Utopian Imagination (The Amherst Series in Law,
Jurisprudence). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Paula Cofield:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Law and the Utopian Imagination
(The Amherst Series in Law, Jurisprudence). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Steven Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Law and the
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Utopian Imagination (The Amherst Series in Law, Jurisprudence) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Law and the Utopian Imagination (The Amherst
Series in Law, Jurisprudence)is a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rena Campbell:

The book Law and the Utopian Imagination (The Amherst Series in Law, Jurisprudence) has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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