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Focused on the underlying logic behind social research, Methodological
Thinking: Basic Principles of Social Research Design by Donileen R. Loseke
encourages readers to understand research methods as a way of thinking. The
book provides a concise overview of the basic principles of social research,
including the characteristics of research questions, the importance of literature
reviews, variations in data generation techniques, and sampling. The Second
Edition includes a revised chapter on research foundations, with focus on the
philosophy of science and ethics; an emphasis on critical thinking; additional
attention to evaluating research; and a new selection of briefer, multidisciplinary
journal articles designed to be accessible to a wide variety of readers.
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Editorial Review

Review

Methodological Thinking is a highly accessible, practical guide to the often-intimidating process of
designing a research project. An excellent starting point for an undergraduate course in social research
fundamentals, full of useful examples and uncomplicated explanations of the starting stages of the research
process.

(Adam Driscoll)

This concise, approachable book with clear examples from published articles is a useful supplement to long,
detailed, technical methodology texts that students sometimes find overwhelming and inaccessible.

(Tracy L. Johns)

The second edition of Methodological Thinking has only improved upon the first edition, by focusing
more attention on critical issues related to sampling and ethics, along with a broader examination of the
epistemology underlying social science research. This book is useful as a “go-to” reference on designing
social science research and is excellent as a primary text at all levels of college.

(Todd L. Matthews)

Methodological Thinking helps students move past their preconceptions of research to critically engage in
research design while enhancing skills that will help them evaluate information in their daily lives.

(Joseph V. Ross)

About the Author

Donileen R. Loseke is a professor in the department of sociology at the University of South Florida. She
received her BA and MA in psychology (California State University, Dominguez Hills) and her PhD in
sociology (University of California, Santa Barbara). Her books include The Battered Woman and Shelters,
which won the Charles Horton Cooley Award from the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, and
Thinking About Social Problems. She also is the editor of Current Controversies on Family Violence (with
Richard Gelles) and Social Problems: Constructionist Readings (with Joel Best). Numerous journal articles
and book chapters report the findings of her empirical research projects, which have been on a variety of
topics including evaluation research, social problems, criminal justice, social service provision, occupations,
emotion, identity, and narrative and have used a variety of data generation techniques including field
experiment, written survey, in-depth interview, ethnography, and document analysis. Among her editorial
positions include editor of the Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, advisory editor for Social Problems
and Deputy Editor for Social Psychology Quarterly.  She received the Mead Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction and will be the 2017 President of the Society for the
Study of Social Problems.  
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Kimmel:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Methodological
Thinking: Basic Principles of Social Research Design? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mary Bunch:

The reserve with title Methodological Thinking: Basic Principles of Social Research Design contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Larry Moore:

The book untitled Methodological Thinking: Basic Principles of Social Research Design contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice read.

Jose Chapman:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Methodological Thinking: Basic Principles of
Social Research Design can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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