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The American police novel emerged soon after World War II and by the end of
the century it was one of the most important forms of American crime fiction.
The vogue for either Holmesian genius or the plucky amateur detective
dominated mystery fiction until mid-century; the police hero offered a way to
make the traditional mystery story contemporary. The police novel reflects
sociology and history, and addresses issues tied to the police force, such as
corruption, management, and brutality. Since the police novel reflects current
events, the changing natures of crime, court procedures, and legislation have an
impact on its plots and messages. An examination of the police novel covers both
the evolution of a genre of fiction and American culture in general.

This work traces the emergence of the police officer as hero and the police novel
as a significant popular genre, from the cameo appearances of police in detective
novels of the 1930s and 1940s through the serial killer and forensic novels of the
1990s. It follows the ways in which professional writers and police officers
turned writers view the police individually and collectively. The work chronicles
the ways in which changes in the law and society have affected the actions of the
police and shows how the protagonists of police novels have changed in gender,
race, nationality, sexual orientation, and age over the years. The major writers
examined begin with Julian Hawthorne in the nineteenth century, and include
such writers as S.S. van Dine, Ellery Queen, Erle Stanley Gardner, Ed McBain,
Chester Himes, MacKinley Kantor, Hillary Waugh, Dorothy Uhnak, Joseph
Wambaugh, Bob Leuci, W.E.B. Griffin, and Carol O'Connor.
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The American police novel emerged soon after World War II and by the end of the century it was one of the
most important forms of American crime fiction. The vogue for either Holmesian genius or the plucky
amateur detective dominated mystery fiction until mid-century; the police hero offered a way to make the
traditional mystery story contemporary. The police novel reflects sociology and history, and addresses issues
tied to the police force, such as corruption, management, and brutality. Since the police novel reflects current
events, the changing natures of crime, court procedures, and legislation have an impact on its plots and
messages. An examination of the police novel covers both the evolution of a genre of fiction and American
culture in general.

This work traces the emergence of the police officer as hero and the police novel as a significant popular
genre, from the cameo appearances of police in detective novels of the 1930s and 1940s through the serial
killer and forensic novels of the 1990s. It follows the ways in which professional writers and police officers
turned writers view the police individually and collectively. The work chronicles the ways in which changes
in the law and society have affected the actions of the police and shows how the protagonists of police novels
have changed in gender, race, nationality, sexual orientation, and age over the years. The major writers
examined begin with Julian Hawthorne in the nineteenth century, and include such writers as S.S. van Dine,
Ellery Queen, Erle Stanley Gardner, Ed McBain, Chester Himes, MacKinley Kantor, Hillary Waugh,
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Editorial Review

Review
"one of the most readable, prolific, and perceptive academic scholars of mystery fiction...virtually every
significant writer of cop fiction is discussed"--Mystery Scene; "offers the first sustained history of the 'police
procedural'.... One steps back in awe at the sheer amount of work that has gone into this
survey"--Washington Post Book World; "explores how police began trespassing on amateur detectives in the
1930s, then tracks police novels through the decades to the end of the century" --Reference & Research Book
News.

About the Author
LeRoy Lad Panek, professor emeritus of English at McDaniel College (and "One of the most readable,
prolific, and perceptive academic scholars of mystery fiction"--Mystery Scene), is the author of a number of
books about detective fiction. He lives in Westminster, Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Celia Robertson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The American Police Novel: A History. Try to the actual book The
American Police Novel: A History as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shirley Akins:

This The American Police Novel: A History book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This specific The American Police Novel: A History without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The American Police Novel: A History can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The American Police Novel: A History having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Gilbert:

Here thing why this kind of The American Police Novel: A History are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
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scrumptious as food or not. The American Police Novel: A History giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The
American Police Novel: A History. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The American Police Novel: A History in e-book can be your
alternative.

Josette Leonard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The American Police Novel: A History why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Download and Read Online The American Police Novel: A History
By LeRoy Lad Panek #TIAXCJPZH86

PDF File: The American Police Novel: A History 4



Read and Download Ebook The American Police Novel: A History PDF Public Ebook Library

Read The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek
for online ebook

The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek books to read online.

Online The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek ebook PDF
download

The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek Doc

The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek Mobipocket

The American Police Novel: A History By LeRoy Lad Panek EPub

PDF File: The American Police Novel: A History 5


