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How far would you go for love? For art? What would you be willing to change?
What price might you pay? Such are the painful questions explored by Neil
LaBute in THE SHAPE OF THINGS. A young student drifts into an ever-
changing relationship with an art major while his best friends' engagement
crumbles, so unleashing a drama that peels back the skin of two modern-day
relationships. "Any shrewd chap who finds his artist girlfriend has a video-
camera in the bedroom to film the cut and thrust of their sexual action might well
fear he was destined to end up as her artistic fodder. But in THE SHAPE OF
THINGS, Neil LaBute's absolutely chilling report from the sex war's frontline,
where stratagems for sexual humiliations are planned, Adam, the shy chap
concerned, takes the video-camera, so to speak, lying down. LaBute, the
remarkable American movie director and playwright whose film In the Company
of Men showed a sexually unappealing woman exploited by two vengeful
pretend lovers, now returns to this theme. This time it's a man who's the victim of
female guile ... LaBute meticulously plans that the shocking, climatic revelations
should cast dark light upon his apparently average people." -Nicholas de Jongh,
The Standard "[LaBute] continues to probe the fascinating dark side of
individualism, whose ultimate evil is an inability to imagine the suffering of
others ... LaBute's great gift is to live in and to chronicle that murky area of not
knowing, which mankind spends much of its waking life denying. Where does
truth end and fiction begin? Is the fiction more valuable than the truth? Do the
results justify the means?" -John Lahr, The New Yorker "What is art? What are
you permitted to do in its name? ... These questions are thrown up by a piece
whose intricate layers of treachery are worthy of David Mamet ..." -Paul Taylor,
The Independent "LaBute is a smart, ambitious writer who, at his best, dares to
explore the ambivalence hiding under the weave of our social fabric. He always
has a serious intellectual project in mind, and here he aims at no less than the
subjectivity of love and the definition of art itself. THE SHAPE OF THINGS is
compulsively watchable." -Gordon Cox, Newsday "LaBute is the most gifted,
intelligent and wittily moral American playwright since Wallace Shawn; that is
high praise, believe me. And this play marks his theatrical maturity. It's a must
see." -Michael Coveney, Daily Mail
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How far would you go for love? For art? What would you be willing to change? What price might you pay?
Such are the painful questions explored by Neil LaBute in THE SHAPE OF THINGS. A young student drifts
into an ever-changing relationship with an art major while his best friends' engagement crumbles, so
unleashing a drama that peels back the skin of two modern-day relationships. "Any shrewd chap who finds
his artist girlfriend has a video-camera in the bedroom to film the cut and thrust of their sexual action might
well fear he was destined to end up as her artistic fodder. But in THE SHAPE OF THINGS, Neil LaBute's
absolutely chilling report from the sex war's frontline, where stratagems for sexual humiliations are planned,
Adam, the shy chap concerned, takes the video-camera, so to speak, lying down. LaBute, the remarkable
American movie director and playwright whose film In the Company of Men showed a sexually unappealing
woman exploited by two vengeful pretend lovers, now returns to this theme. This time it's a man who's the
victim of female guile ... LaBute meticulously plans that the shocking, climatic revelations should cast dark
light upon his apparently average people." -Nicholas de Jongh, The Standard "[LaBute] continues to probe
the fascinating dark side of individualism, whose ultimate evil is an inability to imagine the suffering of
others ... LaBute's great gift is to live in and to chronicle that murky area of not knowing, which mankind
spends much of its waking life denying. Where does truth end and fiction begin? Is the fiction more valuable
than the truth? Do the results justify the means?" -John Lahr, The New Yorker "What is art? What are you
permitted to do in its name? ... These questions are thrown up by a piece whose intricate layers of treachery
are worthy of David Mamet ..." -Paul Taylor, The Independent "LaBute is a smart, ambitious writer who, at
his best, dares to explore the ambivalence hiding under the weave of our social fabric. He always has a
serious intellectual project in mind, and here he aims at no less than the subjectivity of love and the
definition of art itself. THE SHAPE OF THINGS is compulsively watchable." -Gordon Cox, Newsday
"LaBute is the most gifted, intelligent and wittily moral American playwright since Wallace Shawn; that is
high praise, believe me. And this play marks his theatrical maturity. It's a must see." -Michael Coveney,
Daily Mail
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Editorial Review

Review
Any shrewd chap who finds his artist girlfriend has a video-camera in the bedroom to film the cut and thrust
of their sexual action might well fear he was destined to end up as her artistic fodder. But in THE SHAPE
OF THINGS, Neil LaBute's absolutely chilling report from the sex war's frontline, where stratagems for
sexual humiliations are planned, Adam, the shy chap concerned, takes the video-camera, so to speak, lying
down. LaBute, the remarkable American movie director and playwright whose film IN THE COMPANY OF
MEN showed a sexually unappealing woman exploited by two vengeful pretend lovers, now returns to this
theme. This time it's a man who's the victim of female guile... LaBute meticulously plans that the shocking,
climatic revelations should cast dark light upon his apparently average people. --Nicholas de Jongh, The
Standard

[LaBute] continues to probe the fascinating dark side of individualism, whose ultimate evil is an inability to
imagine the suffering of others.... LaBute's great gift is to live in and to chronicle that murky area of not
knowing, which mankind spends much of its waking life denying. Where does truth end and fiction begin? Is
the fiction more valuable than the truth? Do the results justify the means? --John Lahr, The New Yorker

What is art? What are you permitted to do in its name? ...These questions are thrown up by a piece whose
intricate layers of treachery are worthy of David Mamet. --Paul Taylor, The Independent

[LaBute] continues to probe the fascinating dark side of individualism, whose ultimate evil is an inability to
imagine the suffering of others.... LaBute's great gift is to live in and to chronicle that murky area of not
knowing, which mankind spends much of its waking life denying. Where does truth end and fiction begin? Is
the fiction more valuable than the truth? Do the results justify the means? --John Lahr, The New Yorker

What is art? What are you permitted to do in its name? ...These questions are thrown up by a piece whose
intricate layers of treachery are worthy of David Mamet. --Paul Taylor, The Independent

About the Author
Neil LaBute's plays include bash, In a Forest, Dark and Deep, and Reasons to be Happy. His films include In
the Company of Men, Your Friends and Neighbors, The Shape of Things, Obsession, Some Velvet Morning,
and Dirty Weekend. He is a 2013 recipient of a Literature Award from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

Here thing why this kind of The Shape Of Things are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. The Shape Of Things giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no guide that similar with The Shape Of Things. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For
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anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Shape Of Things in e-
book can be your alternate.

Katie Cardiel:

Typically the book The Shape Of Things will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suitable to you. The book The Shape Of Things is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Cynthia Harvell:

This The Shape Of Things is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Shape Of
Things in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Debra Becnel:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Shape Of Things provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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