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As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict escalates, a dangerous illusion persists that the
American Jewish community speaks with a single voice, expressing universal,
uncritical support for the policies of the Sharon government. This appearance of
unanimity does grave disservice to the heterogeneity of Jewish thought, and to
the centuries-old Jewish traditions of lively dispute and rigorous, unapologetic
skeptical inquiry. Wrestling with Zion brings together prominent poets, essayists,
journalists, activists, academics, novelists, and playwrights, representing the
diversity of opinion in the progressive Jewish-American community regarding
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. All the participants share three things: a Jewish
identity, an American identity, and a sense of urgency, refusing to ignore the
catastrophic injustice that has been visited upon the Palestinian people, while at
the same time being passionately committed to Jewish survival and American
legacies of compassion and moral courage. The contributors — including Nathan
Englander, Susan Sontag, Robert Pinsky, Daniel Wolfe, and many others — have
considered certain essential questions: What is at the heart of the connection
between Israel and American Jews? What is Israel's role in shaping Jewish-
American identities? How has this role changed historically? And what is the
history, both familiar and forgotten, of Zionism's political, cultural, and spiritual
meaning?
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As the Israeli-Palestinian conflict escalates, a dangerous illusion persists that the American Jewish
community speaks with a single voice, expressing universal, uncritical support for the policies of the Sharon
government. This appearance of unanimity does grave disservice to the heterogeneity of Jewish thought, and
to the centuries-old Jewish traditions of lively dispute and rigorous, unapologetic skeptical inquiry. Wrestling
with Zion brings together prominent poets, essayists, journalists, activists, academics, novelists, and
playwrights, representing the diversity of opinion in the progressive Jewish-American community regarding
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. All the participants share three things: a Jewish identity, an American
identity, and a sense of urgency, refusing to ignore the catastrophic injustice that has been visited upon the
Palestinian people, while at the same time being passionately committed to Jewish survival and American
legacies of compassion and moral courage. The contributors — including Nathan Englander, Susan Sontag,
Robert Pinsky, Daniel Wolfe, and many others — have considered certain essential questions: What is at the
heart of the connection between Israel and American Jews? What is Israel's role in shaping Jewish-American
identities? How has this role changed historically? And what is the history, both familiar and forgotten, of
Zionism's political, cultural, and spiritual meaning?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
With violence between Israeli Jews and Palestinians continuing and the death toll rising, playwright Kushner
and journalist Solomon have compiled a book of thoughts by a progressive and diverse group of notable
Jewish writers on the current situation in the Middle East and the prospects for peace. According to the
contributors, the media presents an apparent unanimity of Jewish opinion on the conflict, which distorts the
real diversity of the community's convictions. To give some historical perspective to the debate, the book
begins with the writings of such figures as Ahad Ha'am, Martin Buber and Hannah Arendt; contemporary
contributors include Arthur Waskow, Ellen Willis, Susan Sontag, and lesser-known writers. The essays
address such issues as how and why American Jews are connected to the land of their ancestors, and how
Zionism has influenced Jewish identity. Rather than distancing themselves from controversy, the editors
have encouraged contributors to examine the covenant that links the Jewish people and Israel and to let it be
"loosened and strengthened, de-mythified, de-fetishized, considered as a dynamic problematic, as is only
appropriate to the consideration of a living bond."
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
For left-wing "or progressive" American Jews, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to present a
wrenching predicament. Many are almost genetically sympathetic to the Palestinian cause, viewing
Palestinians as oppressed, even colonized, victims. Yet their sustaining identity as Jews will not allow them
to abandon Israel, or even Zionism, entirely. Kushner and Solomon have assembled a wide variety of
journalists, scholars, and activists who consider the dilemmas and even suggest possible solutions. Some of
these articles are thoughtful, provocative, and certainly worthy of further consideration. Some are filled with
pointless guilt-mongering and lead nowhere. If there is a common theme here, it is that, given compassionate
and reasonable Israeli policies, a comparable Palestinian response will be forthcoming. This is an interesting,
useful compilation that offers an alternative to the seemingly unanimous support the Sharon government
receives from many "mainstream" Jewish writers. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

The book Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing
like a book Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American
Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.
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John Herrera:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American Responses to
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

Phyllis Sharrow:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Wrestling with Zion: Progressive
Jewish-American Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mary Jones:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Wrestling with Zion: Progressive Jewish-American
Responses to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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