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Since Gideon Rose's 1998 review article in the journal World Politics and
especially following the release of Lobell, Ripsman, and Taliaferro's 2009 edited
volume Neoclassical Realism, the State, and Foreign Policy, neoclassical realism
has emerged as major theoretical approach to the study of foreign policy on both
sides of the Atlantic. Proponents of neoclassical realism claim that it is the
logical extension of the Kenneth Waltz's structural realism into the realm of
foreign policy. In Neoclassical Realist Theory of International Relations, Norrin
M. Ripsman, Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, and Steven E. Lobell argue that neoclassical
realism is far more than an extension of Waltz's structural realism or an effort to
update the classical realism of Hans Morgenthau, E.H. Carr, and Henry Kissinger
with the language of modern social science. Rejecting the artificial distinction
that Waltz draws between theories of international politics and theories of foreign
policy, the authors contend neoclassical realism can explain and predict
phenomena ranging from short-term crisis-behavior, to foreign policy, to patterns
of grand strategic adjustment by individual states up to long-term patterns of
international outcomes. It is, therefore, a more powerful theory of international
politics than structural realism. Yet it is also a more intuitively satisfying
approach than liberal Innenpolitik theories or constructivism. The authors detail
the variables and assumptions of neoclassical realist theory, address various
aspects of theory construction and methodology, lay out the areas of convergence
and sharp disagreement with other leading theoretical approaches -- liberalism,
constructivism, analytic eclecticism, and foreign policy analysis (FPA) --- and
demonstrate how neoclassical realist theory can be used to resolve longstanding
puzzles and debates in international relations theory.
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of the Atlantic. Proponents of neoclassical realism claim that it is the logical extension of the Kenneth
Waltz's structural realism into the realm of foreign policy. In Neoclassical Realist Theory of International
Relations, Norrin M. Ripsman, Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, and Steven E. Lobell argue that neoclassical realism is
far more than an extension of Waltz's structural realism or an effort to update the classical realism of Hans
Morgenthau, E.H. Carr, and Henry Kissinger with the language of modern social science. Rejecting the
artificial distinction that Waltz draws between theories of international politics and theories of foreign policy,
the authors contend neoclassical realism can explain and predict phenomena ranging from short-term crisis-
behavior, to foreign policy, to patterns of grand strategic adjustment by individual states up to long-term
patterns of international outcomes. It is, therefore, a more powerful theory of international politics than
structural realism. Yet it is also a more intuitively satisfying approach than liberal Innenpolitik theories or
constructivism. The authors detail the variables and assumptions of neoclassical realist theory, address
various aspects of theory construction and methodology, lay out the areas of convergence and sharp
disagreement with other leading theoretical approaches -- liberalism, constructivism, analytic eclecticism,
and foreign policy analysis (FPA) --- and demonstrate how neoclassical realist theory can be used to resolve
longstanding puzzles and debates in international relations theory.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Norrin M. Ripsman is Professor of Political Science at Concordia University in Montreal, Canada and the
author of Peacemaking by Democracies: The Effect of State Autonomy on the Post-World War Settlements.

Jeffrey W. Taliaferro is Professor of Political Science at Tufts University and the author of Balancing
Risks: Great Power Intervention in the Periphery.

Steven E. Lobell is Professor of Political Science at the University of Utah and the author of The Challenge
of Hegemony: Grand Strategy, Trade, and Domestic Politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Neoclassical Realist Theory of International Politics book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
Neoclassical Realist Theory of International Politics content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Neoclassical Realist Theory of International Politics is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Thomas Woods:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Neoclassical Realist Theory of
International Politics is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Cassandra Rosas:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
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unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Neoclassical Realist Theory of International
Politics as the daily resource information.

Joseph Carter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Neoclassical Realist Theory of International Politics was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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