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Science fiction writer Philip K. Dick (1928-1982) is the giant imagination behind
so much recent popular culture--both movies directly based on his writings, such
as Blade Runner (based on the novel Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?),
Total Recall, Minority Report, and The Adjustment Bureau plus cult favorites
such as A Scanner Darkly, Imposter, Next, Screamers, and Paycheck and works
revealing his powerful influence, such as The Matrix and Inception. With the
much anticipated forthcoming publication in 2011 of volume 1 of Exegesis, his
journal of spiritual visions and paranoic investigations, Dick is fast becoming a
major influence in the world of popular spirituality and occult thinking.

In Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids have Kindred Spirits?, thirty-
four Dick fans and professional thinkers confront the fascinating and frightening
ideas raised by Dick's mind-blowing fantasies. Is there an alien world behind the
everyday reality we experience? If androids can pass as human, should they be
given the same consideration as humans? Do psychotics have insights into a
mystical reality? Would knowledge of the future free us or enslave us? This
volume also includes two Dick short stories: "Beyond Lies the Wub," and "The
Eyes Have It."

Philip K. Dick and Philosophy explores the ideas of Philip K. Dick in the same
way that he did: with an earnest desire to understand the truth of the world, but
without falsely equating earnestness with a dry seriousness. Dick's work was
replete with whimsical and absurdist presentations of the greatest challenges to
reason and to humanity--paradox, futility, paranoia, and failure--and even at his
darkest times he was able to keep some perspective and humor, as for example in
choosing to name himself 'Horselover Fat' in VALIS at the same time as he
relates his personal religious epiphanies, crises, and delusions. With the same
earnest whimsy, we approach Philip K. Dick as a philosopher like ourselves--one
who wrote almost entirely in thought-experiments and semi-fictional world-
building, but who engaged with many of the greatest questions of philosophy
throughout the Euro-American tradition.

Philip K. Dick and Philosophy has much to offer for both serious fans who have
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read many of his novels and stories, and for those who may have just recently
learned his name and realized that his work has been the inspiration for several
well-known and thought-provoking films. Most chapters start with one or more
of the movies based on Dick's writing. From here, the authors delve deeper into
the issues by bringing in philosophers' perspectives and by bringing in Dick's
written work. The book invites the reader with a casual familiarity with Dick to
get to know his work, and invites the reader with little familiarity with
philosophy to learn more. At the same time, we have new perspectives and
challenging connections and interpretations for even the most hard-core Dick
fans, even though we never speak to "insiders" only.

The book prominently addresses the most widely-known films: Blade Runner,
Total Recall, Minority Report, A Scanner Darkly, and The Adjustment Bureau.
Along with these "big five" films, a few chapters address his last novels,
especially VALIS, which have a significant cult following of their own. There
are also chapters which address short stories and novels which are currently
planned for adaptation: Radio Free Albemuth (film completed, awaiting
distribution), The Man in the High Castle (in development by Ridley Scott for
BBC mini-series), and "King of the Elves" (Disney, planned for release in 2013).
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Science fiction writer Philip K. Dick (1928-1982) is the giant imagination behind so much recent popular
culture--both movies directly based on his writings, such as Blade Runner (based on the novel Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep?), Total Recall, Minority Report, and The Adjustment Bureau plus cult favorites
such as A Scanner Darkly, Imposter, Next, Screamers, and Paycheck and works revealing his powerful
influence, such as The Matrix and Inception. With the much anticipated forthcoming publication in 2011 of
volume 1 of Exegesis, his journal of spiritual visions and paranoic investigations, Dick is fast becoming a
major influence in the world of popular spirituality and occult thinking.

In Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids have Kindred Spirits?, thirty-four Dick fans and professional
thinkers confront the fascinating and frightening ideas raised by Dick's mind-blowing fantasies. Is there an
alien world behind the everyday reality we experience? If androids can pass as human, should they be given
the same consideration as humans? Do psychotics have insights into a mystical reality? Would knowledge of
the future free us or enslave us? This volume also includes two Dick short stories: "Beyond Lies the Wub,"
and "The Eyes Have It."

Philip K. Dick and Philosophy explores the ideas of Philip K. Dick in the same way that he did: with an
earnest desire to understand the truth of the world, but without falsely equating earnestness with a dry
seriousness. Dick's work was replete with whimsical and absurdist presentations of the greatest challenges to
reason and to humanity--paradox, futility, paranoia, and failure--and even at his darkest times he was able to
keep some perspective and humor, as for example in choosing to name himself 'Horselover Fat' in VALIS at
the same time as he relates his personal religious epiphanies, crises, and delusions. With the same earnest
whimsy, we approach Philip K. Dick as a philosopher like ourselves--one who wrote almost entirely in
thought-experiments and semi-fictional world-building, but who engaged with many of the greatest questions
of philosophy throughout the Euro-American tradition.

Philip K. Dick and Philosophy has much to offer for both serious fans who have read many of his novels and
stories, and for those who may have just recently learned his name and realized that his work has been the
inspiration for several well-known and thought-provoking films. Most chapters start with one or more of the
movies based on Dick's writing. From here, the authors delve deeper into the issues by bringing in
philosophers' perspectives and by bringing in Dick's written work. The book invites the reader with a casual
familiarity with Dick to get to know his work, and invites the reader with little familiarity with philosophy to
learn more. At the same time, we have new perspectives and challenging connections and interpretations for
even the most hard-core Dick fans, even though we never speak to "insiders" only.

The book prominently addresses the most widely-known films: Blade Runner, Total Recall, Minority Report,
A Scanner Darkly, and The Adjustment Bureau. Along with these "big five" films, a few chapters address his
last novels, especially VALIS, which have a significant cult following of their own. There are also chapters
which address short stories and novels which are currently planned for adaptation: Radio Free Albemuth
(film completed, awaiting distribution), The Man in the High Castle (in development by Ridley Scott for
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Editorial Review

About the Author
D. E. Wittkower is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Old Dominion University, where he teaches
philosophy of technology and computer ethics. He is author of The Philosopher's Book of Questions and
Answers, and also edited Facebook and Philosophy, Mr. Monk and Philosophy, and iPod and Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Brumfield:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids
Have Kindred Spirits? (Popular Culture and Philosophy) as your daily resource information.

Omar Stewart:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the publication untitled Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids Have Kindred Spirits? (Popular
Culture and Philosophy) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kenneth Kan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids
Have Kindred Spirits? (Popular Culture and Philosophy) as well as others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids
Have Kindred Spirits? (Popular Culture and Philosophy) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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Kimberly Casselman:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Philip K. Dick and Philosophy: Do Androids Have Kindred Spirits?
(Popular Culture and Philosophy) can make you feel more interested to read.
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