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Is one person's terrorist another's freedom fighter? Is terrorism crime or war? Can
there be a 'War on Terror'?

For many, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 changed the face of the world,
pushing terrorism to the top of many political agendas, and leading to a series of
world events including the war in Iraq and the invasion of Afghanistan. Charting
a clear path through the efforts to understand and explain modern terrorism,
Charles Townshend unravels a series of complex questions, including 'Are
terrorists criminals?', 'How far does media publicity sustain terrorism?', and
'What can be done about
it?'

Fully updated for 2011, this Very Short Introduction examines the historical,
ideological, and local roots of terrorist violence. Townshend explores terrorism in
relation to revolutionary power, nationalism, and religious extremism,
considering the successes of specific terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns in the
distant past, and in recent years. Providing a discussion surrounding the on-going
debates about the erosion of civil liberties in response to increased terrorist
activities, Townshend addresses the question we are all facing: how does
terrorism end?

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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For many, the terrorist attacks of September 2001 changed the face of the world, pushing terrorism to the top
of many political agendas, and leading to a series of world events including the war in Iraq and the invasion
of Afghanistan. Charting a clear path through the efforts to understand and explain modern terrorism,
Charles Townshend unravels a series of complex questions, including 'Are terrorists criminals?', 'How far
does media publicity sustain terrorism?', and 'What can be done about
it?'

Fully updated for 2011, this Very Short Introduction examines the historical, ideological, and local roots of
terrorist violence. Townshend explores terrorism in relation to revolutionary power, nationalism, and
religious extremism, considering the successes of specific terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns in the distant
past, and in recent years. Providing a discussion surrounding the on-going debates about the erosion of civil
liberties in response to increased terrorist
activities, Townshend addresses the question we are all facing: how does terrorism end?
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of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "approachable and highly intelligent"

--the Guardian Review 07/12/2002

"Like the other excellent books in this series, this is rigorous and compelling [...] balanced and sensible"

--The Independent on Sunday 17/11/2002

About the Author

Charles Townshend is Professor of International History at Keele University. He has held fellowships at the
National Humanities Center in North Carolina and the Woodrow Wilson International Center in Washington,
DC. Amongst his previous publications are Political Violence in Ireland (1983), Making the Peace: public
order and public security in modern Britain (1993), and Ireland: the twentieth century (1999). His most
recent books are Easter 1916: the Irish rebellion (2005) and When God Made Hell: the British Invasion of
Mesopotamia and the Creation of Iraq, 1914-1921 (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

The book Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Andrea Toliver:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) become your starter.
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Marla Brinker:

This Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Steven Holloway:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Terrorism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Terrorism: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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