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This little thing with the perfect face and hands doing nothing but counting
on me. And me wanting nothing else but to run crying into my own mom's
room and have her do the whole thing.
It's not going to happen....
Bobby is your classic urban teenaged boy -- impulsive, eager, restless. On his
sixteenth birthday he gets some news from his girlfriend, Nia, that changes his
life forever. She's pregnant. Bobby's going to be a father. Suddenly things like
school and house parties and hanging with friends no longer seem important as
they're replaced by visits to Nia's obstetrician and a social worker who says that
the only way for Nia and Bobby to lead a normal life is to put their baby up for
adoption.
With powerful language and keen insight, Johnson looks at the male side of teen
pregnancy as she delves into one young man's struggle to figure out what "the
right thing" is and then to do it. No matter what the cost.
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This little thing with the perfect face and hands doing nothing but counting on me. And me wanting
nothing else but to run crying into my own mom's room and have her do the whole thing.
It's not going to happen....
Bobby is your classic urban teenaged boy -- impulsive, eager, restless. On his sixteenth birthday he gets
some news from his girlfriend, Nia, that changes his life forever. She's pregnant. Bobby's going to be a
father. Suddenly things like school and house parties and hanging with friends no longer seem important as
they're replaced by visits to Nia's obstetrician and a social worker who says that the only way for Nia and
Bobby to lead a normal life is to put their baby up for adoption.
With powerful language and keen insight, Johnson looks at the male side of teen pregnancy as she delves
into one young man's struggle to figure out what "the right thing" is and then to do it. No matter what the
cost.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up-Brief, poetic, and absolutely riveting, this gem of a novel tells the story of a young father
struggling to raise an infant. Bobby, 16, is a sensitive and intelligent narrator. His parents are supportive but
refuse to take over the child-care duties, so he struggles to balance parenting, school, and friends who don't
comprehend his new role. Alternate chapters go back to the story of Bobby's relationship with his girlfriend
Nia and how parents and friends reacted to the news of her pregnancy. Bobby's parents are well-developed
characters, Nia's upper-class family somewhat less so. Flashbacks lead to the revelation in the final chapters
that Nia is in an irreversible coma caused by eclampsia. This twist, which explains why Bobby is raising
Feather on his own against the advice of both families, seems melodramatic. So does a chapter in which
Bobby snaps from the pressure and spends an entire day spray painting a picture on a brick wall, only to be
arrested for vandalism. However, any flaws in the plot are overshadowed by the beautiful writing. Scenes in
which Bobby expresses his love for his daughter are breathtaking. Teens who enjoyed Margaret Bechard's
Hanging on to Max (Millbrook, 2002) will love this book, too, despite very different conclusions. The
attractive cover photo of a young black man cradling an infant will attract readers.
Miranda Doyle, San Francisco Public Library
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-12. Bobby, the teenage artist and single-parent dad in Johnson's Coretta Scott King Award winner,
Heaven (1998), tells his story here. At 16, he's scared to be raising his baby, Feather, but he's totally devoted
to caring for her, even as she keeps him up all night, and he knows that his college plans are on hold. In short
chapters alternating between "now" and "then," he talks about the baby that now fills his life, and he
remembers the pregnancy of his beloved girlfriend, Nia. Yes, the teens' parents were right. The couple
should have used birth control; adoption could have meant freedom. But when Nia suffers irreversible
postpartum brain damage, Bobby takes their newborn baby home. There's no romanticizing. The exhaustion
is real, and Bobby gets in trouble with the police and nearly messes up everything. But from the first page,
readers feel the physical reality of Bobby's new world: what it's like to hold Feather on his stomach, smell
her skin, touch her clenched fists, feel her shiver, and kiss the top of her curly head. Johnson makes poetry
with the simplest words in short, spare sentences that teens will read again and again. The great cover photo
shows the strong African American teen holding his tiny baby in his arms. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"SLJ, " starred review Brief, poetic, and absolutely riveting.

"Booklist, " starred review Poetry.

"U.S. News and World Report" Johnson has carved a niche writing realistically about young people's issues.

"Publishers Weekly, " starred review Readers will only clamor for more.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Nancy Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The First Part Last
suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The First Part
Lastis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

David Henry:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The First Part Last your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
First Part Last giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Madeline Edwards:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The First Part Last
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Christi Shoup:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The First Part Last. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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