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Katy Wade has a bright, shiny new life planned for herself. She's ready to quit
her job working for the high-powered Gilchrist family and start her own
business. There's just one last job to do for the Gilchrists before she will be free -
- convince Luke Gilchrist to come home, take up his responsibilities as the heir-
apparent and save the family firm. But Luke has spent a long time contemplating
the pleasures of revenge against the family that made him pay for his father's
scandal. As far as he's concerned the Gilchrist empire can sink. But Katy is
something new in his world. She intrigues and fascinates him. He's willing to
make a deal -- one that will put both their hearts on the line.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As personal assistant to octogenarian matriarch Justine Gilchrist, Katy Wade has spent years sorting out
Gilchrist family problems; but now she pulls off a minor miracle: she persuades Justine's grandson Luke, a
talented restaurant consultant who has no use for his relatives, to rescue the family's restaurant chain from its
financial decline. After nosing around, Luke claims that the business is being sabotaged from within.
Meanwhile some of the Gilchrists suspect that he'll destroy the company to gain revenge: his father was
disinherited by Justine when he left at the altar the bride she had handpicked (the woman who became Katy's
mother). In fact, Luke plots only to win Katy, which is not easy, given that the young woman wants out of
her job and away from everyone named Gilchrist. In her own saucy, upbeat style, Krentz (Sweet Fortune)
turns this eccentric family and pair of mismatched lovers (so everyone tells them) into an entertaining story.
Krentz is even confident enough to question the genre rules she plays by so well, as when Katy walks out on
Luke during a passionate love scene, saying, There's no call to get surly. You started this. Her fans will eat it
up.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Jayne Ann Krentz's acclaimed New York Times bestsellers include Light in Shadow, Smoke in Mirrors, Lost
and Found, Soft Focus, Eye of the Beholder, Flash, and Grand Passion. She writes contemporary romantic
suspense novels under her own name, futuristic novels as Jayne Castle (also available from Pocket Books),
and historical romance novels under the pseudonym Amanda Quick. She lives in Seattle.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter One

Technically speaking, Luke Gilchrist was not a bastard. But despite his legitimate heritage, he had been cast
in the role thirty-six years ago on the day of his birth, and he had played the part to the hilt ever since.

Gilchrists were nothing if not dramatic about everything they did, Katy Wade reminded herself as she got out
of her car. It would be easy to laugh at them if it were not for the fact that they could be so damn dangerous.

Katy resolutely picked up her briefcase and walked toward the front porch of the old, weather-beaten house.
Luke Gilchrist lounged in the doorway, waiting for her the way a hawk waits for a mouse to emerge from its
burrow. He was not alone. A massive black dog of indeterminate breed waited with him. The dog carried a
large metal feeding dish clamped in its teeth.

Katy had never met Luke, but she had been surrounded by Gilchrists for years, and she knew the species
well. She would have recognized this particular member of the family anywhere. As she had confided to her
brother and her secretary, the Gilchrist clan reminded her of a coven of tall, elegant witches and warlocks.

It was not just the dominant family traits of jet-black hair, aristocratic features, and distinctive green eyes
that had put the notion into Katy's head. It had more to do with the underlying aura of grimness she often
sensed in them. It was a strange, rather depressing darkness that lay just below the surface.

As far as Katy was concerned, Gilchrists were, by nature, extremists. They were either ice cold or scalding
hot. For them there was rarely any serene middle ground.
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Gilchrists seethed. They brooded. They could easily become obsessed with getting their own way. They were
capable of nursing grudges for years.

They were also intelligent, even brilliant, as Luke was reputed to be, but they had no interest in the lighter
side of life. For them everything was passion or anguish, victory or defeat. Katy could not imagine a
Gilchrist in a playful mood.

The only time Gilchrists, appeared to experience an emotion that even vaguely resembled happiness was
when they were talking about money or revenge.

Katy had had occasion to give the matter a great deal of thought during the past few years, but she honestly
did not know what caused the absence of light she sensed in the members of the Gilchrist family. Sometimes
she thought it was a result of their ambitious natures. At other times she decided it was some weird genetic
thing. Then there were occasions when she was convinced the family's problems stemmed simply from the
years of iron-fisted rule it had endured under the clan's matriarch, Justine Gilchrist.

All Katy knew for certain was that she had been well treated by Justine, and she was deeply indebted to her.
That did not mean, however, that Katy was not looking forward to escaping Gilchrist clutches at the earliest
possible moment. That moment was, at long last, on the horizon. It was nearly within her reach. But first she
had to persuade the clan's chief warlock to return to the bosom of his family.

Luke Gilchrist, although he did not know it, was Katy's ticket to freedom.

She eyed him cautiously as she approached the porch, aware of her growing sense of unease. It was
ridiculous to feel this way, she thought. She was accustomed to dealing with Gilchrists. The trick was not to
take them as seriously as they took themselves.

But for some reason this particular Gilchrist was having an unexpected effect on her senses. Perhaps it was
simply because she needed him. Her own future was tied to his now.

Luke was typical of his clan in that he exhibited a predatory grace. Because she was well acquainted with the
family legends surrounding him, Katy knew he was thirty-six years old, eight years her senior. There were
already a few silver shards in the black depths of his hair.

The green ice in his eyes had probably been there since his birth.

To Katy, who stood a mere five feet, four inches, Gilchrists were annoyingly tall. And this one was the tallest
specimen she had seen, six-one or -two at least. When she got closer he was definitely going to loom over
her.

Katy hated being loomed over.

As she approached the steps she could not help but notice how Luke resembled the large black dog that
hovered beside him. Both were powerfully muscled and cold-eyed. Of the two, Katy decided, she would
rather face the dog in a dark alley. The animal appeared a trifle more reasonable than his master.

Katy glanced warily at the evil-eyed dog as she reached the bottom step. Then she looked up at the man who
stood waiting in the shadowed doorway. This entire experience was getting downright creepy, she thought.
Talk about atmosphere. But then, Gilchrists always went in for atmosphere.

The wind howling behind her was driving a storm in off the sea. The waves below the lonely, windswept
bluff were already churning into white foam. The rain sweeping across the ocean would hit land any minute.
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It had been a long drive from Dragon Bay on the Washington coast north of Seattle to this desolate section of
Oregon. Nevertheless, Katy suddenly could not wait to get back into her car and scurry home. She did not
care if she had to drive all night. She wanted this unpleasant expedition completed as soon as possible.

"I assume you're Luke Gilchrist," Katy stated. She had learned long ago to be assertive around Gilchrists.
They tended to turn lesser mortals into road kill without even noticing the thump.

"I'm Gilchrist," Luke said. "Who the hell are you?"

"Katy Wade, your grandmother's personal assistant." Katy tightened her grip on her briefcase and tried not to
notice the way his dark voice ruffled her nerve endings. What was the matter with her? she wondered.
Gilchrists, never had this effect on her.

"Ah, Ms. Wade," Luke drawled softly. "I thought you might show up sooner or later."

"I've been trying to reach you for weeks, Mr. Gilchrist. I've left no less than twelve messages on your
answering machine. I also sent four Express Mail letters and two telegrams. I know you received the letters
and the telegrams. I have receipts showing that they were delivered. You signed for them."

"So?" Luke propped one sleek shoulder against the doorjamb and regarded her with the patented Gilchrist
vampire stare.

Katy had to admit that Luke did the look better than anyone else in the family. She found his alarming green
eyes far more disturbing than those of the rest of the clan.

There was something literally mesmerizing about his gaze. Katy had a sensation of vertigo, as if she were
about to fall into pools of emerald fire. A curious thread of unfamiliar excitement began to uncoil within her.

Desperately she tried to focus on something besides his eyes and wound up examining his attire.

He was dressed in a snug-fitting black crew-neck sweater, black chinos, and low black boots. The clothes
emphasized the natural elegance of his lean frame. All Gilchrists seemed to have an affinity for the color that
best suited their difficult personalities. They all favored black.

And they all had nice white teeth.

"So, you have not given me the courtesy of a response, Mr. Gilchrist." Katy held tendrils of her wind-
whipped red hair out of her eyes as she glowered up at him.

"I never respond to people who call on behalf of Justine Gilchrist or Gilchrist, Inc." His eyes raked her from
the top of her red head to the toes of her very yellow high heels. "Nothing personal."

Katy felt herself blushing furiously under his intent examination. For an instant she was certain there was
something disturbingly sensual about the way he was watching her. In the next breath she told herself it had
to be her imagination. No Gilchrist would ever be attracted to her. She was definitely not their type.

And they certainly weren't hers.

At that moment the dog, which stood nearly thigh-high to its master and had a broad head that reminded
Katy of a snake's, whined hungrily. The beast's lips curled around the bowl clamped in its teeth. Saliva
dripped from its mouth.
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Katy got hold of her scattered senses and squared her shoulders. "Look, Mr. Gilchrist, would you mind if I
came inside? It's starting to rain."

She started boldly up the steps, knowing that if she waited politely for an invitation, she would probably end
up standing outside for the duration of the conversation. Gilchrists were quite capable of exercising a near-
lethal charm on occasion, but they only did so when it suited them. Katy guessed Luke Gilchrist didn't
consider her worth the effort.

Luke and his dog both hesitated as she strode toward them. Then with a shrug Luke stepped back into the
hall.

"What the hell. You're here now, and you don't look like the type to leave without a struggle." Luke glanced
down at the dog. "Out of the way, Zeke. Looks like the lady's coming inside."

Zeke gave Katy a glowering glance. He whined softly one last time, displaying enormous fangs. Then he
reluctantly turned and padded down the hall. He vanished around the corner into what must have been the
living room.

"Why does he carry that dish around like that?" Katy asked uneasily.

"Zeke never goes anywhere without his dish."

"I see. What type of dog is he?"

"Damned if I know. He wandered into the yard a couple of years ago and stayed. He's got most of the
qualities I require in a housemate. He doesn't make a lot of noise, doesn't have to be entertained, and doesn't
borrow my stuff."

"Yes, well, I shall try not to be overwhelmed by the gracious hospitality the two of you are extending." Katy
sailed briskly through the door and set her leather briefcase down on the ancient linoleum floor. She started
unfastening the buttons of her sunshine-yellow jacket.

She had worn a yellow silk blouse and a business-like, pencil-slim green skirt for this interview. It had been
impossible to guess precisely how to dress for a confrontation with Justine's mysterious grandson, but Katy
had known enough about Gilchrists in general to wear her highest heels.

"You're wasti...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Enriquez:

The particular book Family Man has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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Doris Snell:

The book untitled Family Man contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Sherrie Beardsley:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Family Man can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Alicia Romero:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Family Man can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Family Man.
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