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No animal is more symbolic of the Arctic than the polar bear. In the short space
of 150,000 years, it has evolved from a grizzly bear into the most specialized
predator of the arctic sea ice. Through behavioral, morphological, and
physiological changes in a remarkably short period of time, the polar bear has
become totally adapted to living comfortably in one of the harshest environments
on the planet. Yet, the very survival of this unique mammal is now threatened by
global climate warming.

Dr. Ian Stirling, the best known polar bear scientist in the world, compresses the
major new discoveries of the last 40 years of research on this iconic Arctic
mammal into a major new, easily readable, and scientifically comprehensive
book about the ecology and natural history of polar bears. In an accessible non-
technical style, he explains how polar bears evolved, how researchers study them,
aspects of their behavior, how they prey and live on various marine mammals for
their very survival, how the seals and bears have evolved in response to each
other, and how, specifically, they have come to threatened by climate warming.
In a separate chapter, he explains why the polar bears in Hudson Bay have
become so important to our understanding of the species, how Churchill became
"The Polar Bear Capital of the World".

Despite the deep concerns about climate warming, there is hope. Ecotourism in
several areas, such as Svalbard, Hudson Bay, and the Canadian High Arctic is
helping to develop a world-wide constituency of people who care about polar
bears and the Arctic. The influence of this constituency is vitally important
because there is still time for the world to reduce the rate of climate warming, but
only if we make significant reductions in greenhouse gases soon. Maps, tables
and graphs throughout the book illustrate the distribution of polar bears, where
they originated, the status of populations, critical differences in ice conditions
and how they impact the survival different populations of bears, and many other
technical aspects made simple. The details of their ecology, behavior, hunting,
and habitat us, described in detail in the text are illustrated with the most diverse
and extensive collection of spectacular photographs of polar bears ever
assembled in a single book. Some of the finest photos from several of the world's
most experienced polar bear photographers, including Norbert Rosing, Mats
Forsberg, Stefan Lundgren, Sue Flood, Doug Allen, Daniel Cox, Per
Michelsen, David Shaw, Philip Dalton, and Jenny Ross, combine with the text
make this book an incomparable treasure of understanding of this amazing
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No animal is more symbolic of the Arctic than the polar bear. In the short space of 150,000 years, it has
evolved from a grizzly bear into the most specialized predator of the arctic sea ice. Through behavioral,
morphological, and physiological changes in a remarkably short period of time, the polar bear has become
totally adapted to living comfortably in one of the harshest environments on the planet. Yet, the very survival
of this unique mammal is now threatened by global climate warming.

Dr. Ian Stirling, the best known polar bear scientist in the world, compresses the major new discoveries of
the last 40 years of research on this iconic Arctic mammal into a major new, easily readable, and
scientifically comprehensive book about the ecology and natural history of polar bears. In an accessible non-
technical style, he explains how polar bears evolved, how researchers study them, aspects of their behavior,
how they prey and live on various marine mammals for their very survival, how the seals and bears have
evolved in response to each other, and how, specifically, they have come to threatened by climate warming.
In a separate chapter, he explains why the polar bears in Hudson Bay have become so important to our
understanding of the species, how Churchill became "The Polar Bear Capital of the World".

Despite the deep concerns about climate warming, there is hope. Ecotourism in several areas, such as
Svalbard, Hudson Bay, and the Canadian High Arctic is helping to develop a world-wide constituency of
people who care about polar bears and the Arctic. The influence of this constituency is vitally important
because there is still time for the world to reduce the rate of climate warming, but only if we make significant
reductions in greenhouse gases soon. Maps, tables and graphs throughout the book illustrate the distribution
of polar bears, where they originated, the status of populations, critical differences in ice conditions and how
they impact the survival different populations of bears, and many other technical aspects made simple. The
details of their ecology, behavior, hunting, and habitat us, described in detail in the text are illustrated with
the most diverse and extensive collection of spectacular photographs of polar bears ever assembled in a
single book. Some of the finest photos from several of the world's most experienced polar bear
photographers, including Norbert Rosing, Mats Forsberg, Stefan Lundgren, Sue Flood, Doug Allen,
Daniel Cox, Per Michelsen, David Shaw, Philip Dalton, and Jenny Ross, combine with the text make this
book an incomparable treasure of understanding of this amazing mammal.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With this book - the best ever to be written about polar bears - we are blessed with the opportunity to
benefit from Ian Stirling's extensive knowledge and life-long experience with this magnificent animal.
"He shows us that the far North is not a barren and hostile environment, but unique and beautiful. The new
knowledge presented in this book is crucial for conservation and management of Arctic nature and its polar
bears.
"Read Ian Stirling's book, admire the pictures and enjoy."
-Dr. Thor S. Larsen. Founding member of the IUCN Polar Bear Specialist Group and former Head of
Biology Department and Director of Research at the Norwegian Polar Institute

"For over thirty years now, whenever there is debate over polar bears, I have turned to Ian Stirling not just
for definitive facts and figures, but for genuine wisdom and perspective. To work with Ian in the field is to
experience a man entirely at home in the Arctic environment, not unlike the bears he knows so well".
-Monte Hummel, President Emeritus, WWF-Canada.

"Ian Stirling's groundbreaking studies of polar bears laid much of the foundation for both current research on
the species and our present day understanding of them. No one can now look at these highly intelligent,
threatened creatures without worrying about a world that could cause their possible extinction - and
wondering how we have allowed it to come to this point. We must take action. As this book clearly
illustrates, their loss would be our loss as well."
-- Robert Buchanan, President/CEO, Polar Bears International

About the Author
As a Research Scientist with the Canadian Wildlife Service and an Adjunct Professor at the University of
Alberta, Dr. Ian Stirling has studied the behavior, population ecology, and predator-prey relationships of
polar bears for 40 years, longer than anyone else in the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jarred Chisolm:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Polar Bears: The Natural History
of a Threatened Species book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.
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Richard Valadez:

This book untitled Polar Bears: The Natural History of a Threatened Species to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Tiffaney Serna:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Polar Bears: The Natural History of
a Threatened Species is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Isabel Martin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Polar Bears: The Natural History of a Threatened Species. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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