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Why did so many distinguished Western Intellectuals—from G.B. Shaw to J.P.
Sartre, and. closer to home, from Edmund Wilson to Susan Sontag— admire
various communist systems, often in their most repressive historical phases?
How could Stalin's Soviet Union, Mao's China, or Castro's Cuba appear at one
time as both successful modernizing societies and the fulfillments of the boldest
dreams of social justice? Why, at the same time, had these intellectuals so
mercilessly judged and rejected their own Western, liberal cultures? What
Impulses and beliefs prompted them to seek the realization of their ideals in
distant, poorly known lands? How do their journeys fit into long-standing
Western traditions of looking for new meaning In the non-Western world?

These are some of the questions Paul Hollander sought to answer In his massive
study that covers much of our century. His success is attested by the fact that the
phrase "political pilgrim" has become a part of intellectual discourse. Even in the
post-communist era the questions raised by this book remain relevant as many
Western, and especially American intellectuals seek to come to terms with a
world which offers few models of secular fulfillment and has tarnished the
reputation of political Utopias. His new and lengthy introduction updates the
pilgrimages and examines current attempts to find substitutes for the emotional
and political energy that used to be invested in them.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A horribly funny book...to be kept close at hand and reread whenever we are told of a land where...the
human soul is re-engineered and human nature uplifted."

—The Washington Post

"Professor Hollander has produced a book of illumination which is to a high degree entertaining...[he] brings
to his task a useful detachment."

—Edward Crankshaw, The Observer (London)

"An important and timely book that will be widely read, reread and debated for years."

—William J. Wilson. University of Chicago

About the Author

Paul Hollander is professor emeritus at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and center associate at the
Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. His books include Political Pilgrims,
The Many Faces of Socialism, and Soviet and American Society: A Comparison.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

This Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become
worry Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society can bring when you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.
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Robert Landers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Political Pilgrims: Western
Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sanjuana Day:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society.

Karen Bergeron:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get just before. The Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society giving
you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life
in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?
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