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At the turn of the millennium, the disparities between rural and urban livelihoods,
underdevelopment and administrative shortcomings in the Chinese countryside
were increasingly seen as posing a manifest threat to social harmony and
economic and political stability. At that time the term "three rural problems"
(sannong wenti) was coined which defined the main issues of rural life that
needed to be targeted by government action: agriculture (nongye), villages
(nongcun) and farmers (nongmin). In turn, with the launch of the 11th Five-Year
Plan in 2006, a pledge was made to shift the focus of developmental efforts to the
long-neglected countryside, which is still home to half of the Chinese population.

This book presents an analysis of adaptive local policy implementation in China
in the context of the "Building of a New Socialist Countryside" (BNSC) policy
framework. Based on intensive field work in four counties in Fujian, Jiangxi,
Shaanxi and Zhejiang Provinces between 2008 and 2011, it offers detailed
analyses of the form and impact of county governments’ strategic agency at
certain stages and within certain fields of the implementation process (for
example, the design of local BNSC programs, the steering of project funding,
implementation and evaluation, the establishment of model villages and the
management of public participation). Further, this study illustrates that BNSC is
far more than the ‘empty slogan’ described by many observers when it was
launched in 2005/2006. Instead, it has already brought about considerable shifts
in terms of the process and outcomes of rural policy implementation. Altogether,
the results of this research challenge existing paradigms by showing how, against
the background of contemporary approaches to rural development and recent
reforms initiated by the central state, local bureaucracies’ strategic agency can
actually push forward effective – albeit not necessarily optimal – policy
implementation to some extent, which serves the interests of central authorities,
local implementors and rural residents.

By tying into the larger debates on China's state capacity and authoritarian
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adaptability, this book enriches our understanding of the inner workings of the
Chinese political system. As such, it will prove invaluable to students and
scholars of Chinese politics, public policy and development studies more
generally.
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At the turn of the millennium, the disparities between rural and urban livelihoods, underdevelopment and
administrative shortcomings in the Chinese countryside were increasingly seen as posing a manifest threat to
social harmony and economic and political stability. At that time the term "three rural problems" (sannong
wenti) was coined which defined the main issues of rural life that needed to be targeted by government
action: agriculture (nongye), villages (nongcun) and farmers (nongmin). In turn, with the launch of the 11th

Five-Year Plan in 2006, a pledge was made to shift the focus of developmental efforts to the long-neglected
countryside, which is still home to half of the Chinese population.

This book presents an analysis of adaptive local policy implementation in China in the context of the
"Building of a New Socialist Countryside" (BNSC) policy framework. Based on intensive field work in four
counties in Fujian, Jiangxi, Shaanxi and Zhejiang Provinces between 2008 and 2011, it offers detailed
analyses of the form and impact of county governments’ strategic agency at certain stages and within certain
fields of the implementation process (for example, the design of local BNSC programs, the steering of
project funding, implementation and evaluation, the establishment of model villages and the management of
public participation). Further, this study illustrates that BNSC is far more than the ‘empty slogan’ described
by many observers when it was launched in 2005/2006. Instead, it has already brought about considerable
shifts in terms of the process and outcomes of rural policy implementation. Altogether, the results of this
research challenge existing paradigms by showing how, against the background of contemporary approaches
to rural development and recent reforms initiated by the central state, local bureaucracies’ strategic agency
can actually push forward effective – albeit not necessarily optimal – policy implementation to some extent,
which serves the interests of central authorities, local implementors and rural residents.

By tying into the larger debates on China's state capacity and authoritarian adaptability, this book enriches
our understanding of the inner workings of the Chinese political system. As such, it will prove invaluable to
students and scholars of Chinese politics, public policy and development studies more generally.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Anna L. Ahlers is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the "Forum Internationale Wissenschaft", University of Bonn,
Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rural Policy Implementation in Contemporary China:
New Socialist Countryside (Routledge Studies on China in Transition) as your daily resource information.

Carolyn Robles:

Typically the book Rural Policy Implementation in Contemporary China: New Socialist Countryside
(Routledge Studies on China in Transition) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Rural Policy Implementation in Contemporary China: New Socialist
Countryside (Routledge Studies on China in Transition) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Sheila Robinson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Rural Policy Implementation in Contemporary China:
New Socialist Countryside (Routledge Studies on China in Transition) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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Joseph Whitely:

This Rural Policy Implementation in Contemporary China: New Socialist Countryside (Routledge Studies on
China in Transition) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Rural Policy Implementation in
Contemporary China: New Socialist Countryside (Routledge Studies on China in Transition) in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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