
Read and Download Ebook Shays&#039;s Rebellion: Authority And Distress In Post-Revolutionary America (Witness To History) PDF Public Ebook Library

Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in
Post-Revolutionary America (Witness to
History)

By Sean Condon

Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in Post-Revolutionary America
(Witness to History) By Sean Condon

Throughout the late summer and fall of 1786, farmers in central and western
Massachusetts organized themselves into armed groups to protest against
established authority and aggressive creditors. Calling themselves "regulators" or
the "voice of the people," these crowds attempted to pressure the state
government to lower taxes and provide relief to debtors by using some of the
same methods employed against British authority a decade earlier. From the
perspective of men of wealth and station, these farmers threatened the
foundations of society: property rights and their protection in courts and
legislature.

In this concise and compelling account of the uprising that came to be known as
Shays’s Rebellion, Sean Condon describes the economic difficulties facing both
private citizens and public officials in newly independent Massachusetts. He
explains the state government policy that precipitated the farmers’ revolt, details
the machinery of tax and debt collection in the 1780s, and provides readers with
a vivid example of how the establishment of a republican form of government
shifted the boundaries of dissent and organized protest.

Underscoring both the fragility and the resilience of government authority in the
nascent republic, the uprising and its aftermath had repercussions far beyond
western Massachusetts; ultimately, it shaped the framing and ratification of the
U.S. Constitution, which in turn ushered in a new, stronger, and property-friendly
federal government. A masterful telling of a complicated story, Shays’s Rebellion
is aimed at scholars and students of American history.
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Throughout the late summer and fall of 1786, farmers in central and western Massachusetts organized
themselves into armed groups to protest against established authority and aggressive creditors. Calling
themselves "regulators" or the "voice of the people," these crowds attempted to pressure the state
government to lower taxes and provide relief to debtors by using some of the same methods employed
against British authority a decade earlier. From the perspective of men of wealth and station, these farmers
threatened the foundations of society: property rights and their protection in courts and legislature.

In this concise and compelling account of the uprising that came to be known as Shays’s Rebellion, Sean
Condon describes the economic difficulties facing both private citizens and public officials in newly
independent Massachusetts. He explains the state government policy that precipitated the farmers’ revolt,
details the machinery of tax and debt collection in the 1780s, and provides readers with a vivid example of
how the establishment of a republican form of government shifted the boundaries of dissent and organized
protest.

Underscoring both the fragility and the resilience of government authority in the nascent republic, the
uprising and its aftermath had repercussions far beyond western Massachusetts; ultimately, it shaped the
framing and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, which in turn ushered in a new, stronger, and property-
friendly federal government. A masterful telling of a complicated story, Shays’s Rebellion is aimed at
scholars and students of American history.
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Editorial Review

Review

The deepest account of the rebellion I have read, the book keeps a strong narrative line and grows in drama
as it proceeds. Undergraduates should cherish this work. Riveting.

(Barry Levy, University of Massachusetts–Amherst, author of Town Born: The Political Economy of New
England from Its Founding to the Revolution)

Condon succeeds by writing an engaging narrative in straightforward prose that builds excitement as it
chronicles the revolutionary events in post-revolutionary Massachusetts... This brief but powerful book will
be an ideal addition to undergraduate courses on the Revolution and early national era, and could accompany
a survey of early American history for first-year college students as well.

(H-SHEAR)

... [Condon] does provide extensive primary source quotations that will help readers better understand the
rebellion and the period. This book should be added to the library collections of community colleges, four-
year institutions, and high schools.

(Choice)

About the Author

Sean Condon is an associate professor and chair of the history department at Merrimack College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Preston Sloan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Shays's Rebellion:
Authority and Distress in Post-Revolutionary America (Witness to History) to read.
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Louise Rosenbaum:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in Post-
Revolutionary America (Witness to History) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Mary Hopkins:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in Post-Revolutionary America (Witness to History) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Shays's Rebellion: Authority
and Distress in Post-Revolutionary America (Witness to History) giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Patricia Northcutt:

Beside that Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in Post-Revolutionary America (Witness to History) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Shays's Rebellion: Authority and Distress in Post-
Revolutionary America (Witness to History) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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