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In this engaging new book, writer and critic Graham Holderness shows how a
classic Shakespeare play can be the source for a modern story, providing a
creative 'collision' between the Shakespeare text and contemporary concerns.
Using an analogy from particle physics, Holderness tests his methodology
through specific examples, structured in four parts: a recreation of performances
of Hamlet and Richard II aboard the East India Company ship the Red Dragon in
1607; an imagined encounter between Shakespeare and Ben Jonson writing the
King James Bible; the creation of a contemporary folk hero based on Coriolanus
and drawing on films such as Skyfall and The Hurt Locker; and an account of the
terrorist bombing at a performance of Twelfth Night in Qatar in 2005. These
pieces of narrative and drama are interspersed with literary criticism, each using
a feature of the original Shakespeare play or its performance to illuminate the
extraordinary elasticity of Shakespeare. The 'tales' provoke questions about what
we understand to be Shakespeare and not-Shakespeare, making the book of vital
interest to students, scholars, and enthusiasts of Shakespeare, literary criticism
and creative writing.
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In this engaging new book, writer and critic Graham Holderness shows how a classic Shakespeare play can
be the source for a modern story, providing a creative 'collision' between the Shakespeare text and
contemporary concerns. Using an analogy from particle physics, Holderness tests his methodology through
specific examples, structured in four parts: a recreation of performances of Hamlet and Richard II aboard the
East India Company ship the Red Dragon in 1607; an imagined encounter between Shakespeare and Ben
Jonson writing the King James Bible; the creation of a contemporary folk hero based on Coriolanus and
drawing on films such as Skyfall and The Hurt Locker; and an account of the terrorist bombing at a
performance of Twelfth Night in Qatar in 2005. These pieces of narrative and drama are interspersed with
literary criticism, each using a feature of the original Shakespeare play or its performance to illuminate the
extraordinary elasticity of Shakespeare. The 'tales' provoke questions about what we understand to be
Shakespeare and not-Shakespeare, making the book of vital interest to students, scholars, and enthusiasts of
Shakespeare, literary criticism and creative writing.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Graham Holderness, who was given Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare as a child, here returns the compliment
by writing tales for grown ups - and again shows that he is one of the few academics who can combine
scholarship with creativity, criticism with fantasy, historical awareness with commitment to present-day
issues. Anyone who thought that there was nothing further to say about the authenticity of the account of
shipboard performances of two Shakespeare plays off the coast of Sierra Leone in 1607, or the likelihood of
Shakespeare and Ben Jonson collaborating on the King James Bible, will be surprised at what Holderness
does with the two controversies."
Lois Potter, University of Delaware

"One would have to be [a] hardened and humourless reader not to enjoy this engaging and interesting book."
Andrew Hadfield, Around the Globe

"In his long and distinguished career, Holderness has been retelling Shakespeare, and in multiple forms:
criticism, biography, fiction and poetry, and now, with this book, in a literary category of his own invention.
He names it 'creative criticism', and his Tales from Shakespeare puts it into practice."
Margreta de Grazia, The Times Literary Supplement

"An invigorating reimagining of individual works and of the critical process itself, and a bold contribution to
theoretical debates involving Shakespeare, the text and popular culture."
Heather C. Easterling, Renaissance Quarterly

"Successfully 'colliding' in this volume are the creative and critical dimensions. Both coexist and merge,
illustrating Holderness's main point: any activity linked to the name of Shakespeare - from the edition of
texts to film adaptations, to advertisements and critical essays - exists in a continuum, and therefore must be
studied as part of the system in order to understand the Shakespearean phenomenon."
Maria Elisa Montironi, Linguae

About the Author
Graham Holderness is Research Professor in English at the University of Hertfordshire. He has published
extensively in early modern and modern literature, and drama. His influential publications include
Shakespeare's History (1985), The Shakespeare Myth (1988), the trilogy Cultural Shakespeare: Essays in the
Shakespeare Myth (2001), Visual Shakespeare: Essays in Film and Television (2002) and Textual
Shakespeare: Writing and the Word (2003), the innovative biography Nine Lives of William Shakespeare
(2011) and the novel The Prince of Denmark (2001). He is also a dramatist and poet, and his poetry
collection Craeft received a Poetry Book Society award in 2002.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

The publication with title Tales from Shakespeare: Creative Collisions has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
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information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Angela Jones:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled Tales
from Shakespeare: Creative Collisions the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead
of. The Tales from Shakespeare: Creative Collisions giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Drake:

Tales from Shakespeare: Creative Collisions can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Tales from Shakespeare:
Creative Collisions yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Belinda Tenney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Tales from Shakespeare: Creative
Collisions which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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