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The Art of Suicide is a history of the visual representation of suicide from the
ancient world to its decriminalization in the twentieth century. After looking at
instances of voluntary death in ancient Greece, Ron Brown discusses the contrast
between the extraordinary absence of such events in early Christianity and the
proliferation of images of biblical suicides in the late medieval era. He
emphasizes how differing attitudes to suicide in the early modern world slowly
merged, and pays particular attention to the one-time chasm between so-called
heroic suicide and self-destruction as a 'crying crime'.
Brown tracks the changes surrounding the perception of suicide into the pivotal
Romantic era, with its notions of the 'man of feeling', ready to hurl himself into
the abyss over a woman or an unfinishable poem. After the First World War, the
meaning of death and attitudes towards suicide changed radically, and in time
this led to its decriminalization. The 20th century in fact witnessed a growing
ambivalence towards suicidal acts, which today are widely regarded either as
expressions of a death-wish or as cries for help. Brown concludes with Warhol's
picture of Marilyn Monroe and the videos taken by the notorious Dr Kevorkian.
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The Art of Suicide is a history of the visual representation of suicide from the ancient world to its
decriminalization in the twentieth century. After looking at instances of voluntary death in ancient Greece,
Ron Brown discusses the contrast between the extraordinary absence of such events in early Christianity and
the proliferation of images of biblical suicides in the late medieval era. He emphasizes how differing
attitudes to suicide in the early modern world slowly merged, and pays particular attention to the one-time
chasm between so-called heroic suicide and self-destruction as a 'crying crime'.
Brown tracks the changes surrounding the perception of suicide into the pivotal Romantic era, with its
notions of the 'man of feeling', ready to hurl himself into the abyss over a woman or an unfinishable poem.
After the First World War, the meaning of death and attitudes towards suicide changed radically, and in time
this led to its decriminalization. The 20th century in fact witnessed a growing ambivalence towards suicidal
acts, which today are widely regarded either as expressions of a death-wish or as cries for help. Brown
concludes with Warhol's picture of Marilyn Monroe and the videos taken by the notorious Dr Kevorkian.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
More desperate pursuits are illustrated in The Art of Suicide, a scholarly look at the depiction of self-murder
in painting and other visual forms, from Rembrandt's Lucretia to the tawdry engravings in Victorian
England's Illustrated Police News to the more abstract representations by Man Ray and Warhol. Studying the
Didos and Judases and Ophelias depicted over the last two millennia, Ron M. Brown, a teaching fellow in
the Faculty of Health and Environment at Leeds University in Britain, analyzes the competing cultural
perceptions of, and moral questions regarding, suicide in the Western world, from the heroic suicides of
antiquity to the 20th century's clinical cases.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
'The Art of Suicide is a fascinating cultural history of images of self-murder from antiquity to the present,
taking in Dido, Judas, Ophelia and Vincent along the way.'- Books of the Year, The Independent 'scholarly
and informative ... and yet it is not a dry book; far from it' - Church Times

About the Author

Ron M. Brown is Teaching Fellow in the Faculty of Health and Environment at Leeds Metropolitan
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need that The Art of Suicide (Picturing History) to read.

Billy Anderson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Art of Suicide (Picturing History) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.
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Jeremy Richards:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Art of Suicide
(Picturing History) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Art of Suicide (Picturing History)is the one of several books which everyone
read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Marlon Taylor:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. The Art of Suicide (Picturing History) can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.
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