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No play in the modern theatre has so captured the imagination and heart of
the American public as Tennessee Williams's The Glass Menagerie.

Menagerie was Williams's first popular success and launched the brilliant, if
somewhat controversial, career of our pre-eminent lyric playwright. Since its
premiere in Chicago in 1944, with the legendary Laurette Taylor in the role of
Amanda, the play has been the bravura piece for great actresses from Jessica
Tandy to Joanne Woodward, and is studied and performed in classrooms and
theatres around the world. The Glass Menagerie (in the reading text the author
preferred) is now available only in its New Directions Paperbook edition. A new
introduction by prominent Williams scholar Robert Bray, editor of The
Tennessee Williams Annual Review, reappraises the play more than half a century
after it won the New York Drama Critics Circle Award: "More than fifty years
after telling his story of a family whose lives form a triangle of quiet desperation,
Williams's mellifluous voice still resonates deeply and universally." This edition
of The Glass Menagerie also includes Williams's essay on the impact of sudden
fame on a struggling writer, "The Catastrophe of Success," as well as a short
section of Williams's own "Production Notes." The cover features the classic line
drawing by Alvin Lustig, originally done for the 1949 New Directions edition.
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No play in the modern theatre has so captured the imagination and heart of the American public as
Tennessee Williams's The Glass Menagerie.

Menagerie was Williams's first popular success and launched the brilliant, if somewhat controversial, career
of our pre-eminent lyric playwright. Since its premiere in Chicago in 1944, with the legendary Laurette
Taylor in the role of Amanda, the play has been the bravura piece for great actresses from Jessica Tandy to
Joanne Woodward, and is studied and performed in classrooms and theatres around the world. The Glass
Menagerie (in the reading text the author preferred) is now available only in its New Directions Paperbook
edition. A new introduction by prominent Williams scholar Robert Bray, editor of The Tennessee Williams
Annual Review, reappraises the play more than half a century after it won the New York Drama Critics
Circle Award: "More than fifty years after telling his story of a family whose lives form a triangle of quiet
desperation, Williams's mellifluous voice still resonates deeply and universally." This edition of The Glass
Menagerie also includes Williams's essay on the impact of sudden fame on a struggling writer, "The
Catastrophe of Success," as well as a short section of Williams's own "Production Notes." The cover features
the classic line drawing by Alvin Lustig, originally done for the 1949 New Directions edition.
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Editorial Review

Review
The revolutionary newness of The Glass Menagerie . . . was in its poetic lift, but an underlying hard dramatic
structure was what earned the play its right to sing poetically. --Arthur Miller"

With the advent of The Glass Menagerie . . . Tennessee Williams emerged as a poet-playwright and a unique
new force in theatre throughout the world. --Lyle Leverich in Tom: The Unknown Tennessee Wil"

About the Author
Tennessee Williams (1911-1983) is the acclaimed author of many books of letters, short stories, poems,
essays, and a large collection of plays, including The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire, Camino
Real, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Orpheus Descending, The Night of the Iguana, and The Rose Tattoo.

Robert Bray is an author, editor, and Tennessee Williams scholar.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Thacker:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Glass Menagerie, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Beverly Thomas:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely The Glass Menagerie.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Glass Menagerie book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read
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the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Glass Menagerie as good book not simply by the cover
but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kurt Bohnert:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Glass Menagerie can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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