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'The biological birth of the human infant and the psychological birth of the
individual are not coincident in time. The former is a dramatic, observable, and
well-circumscribed event; the latter a slowly unfolding intra psychic
process.'Thus begins this highly acclaimed book in which Margaret S. Mahler
and her collaborators break new ground in developmental psychology and
present the first complete theoretical statement of Dr. Mahler's observations on
the normal separation-individuation process.Separation and individuation are
presented in this major work as two complementary developments. Separation is
described as the child's emergence from a symbiotic fusion with the mother,
while individuation consists of those achievements making the child's assumption
of his own individual characteristics. Each of the sub-phases of separation-
individuation is described in detail, supported by a wealth of clinical observations
which trace the tasks confronting the infant and his mother as he progresses
towards achieving his own individuality.A number of chapters are devoted to
following five children epigenetically through their sub phase development. A
separate section describes the authors' methodology, the importance of the
research setting, and the effects of changes in the setting. The extensive
appendices by Fred Pine discuss the uniqueness of the data-gathering techniques
used by the author. In addition, a useful glossary of concepts defines the new
terms that Dr. Mahler has introduced.This book represents an important
breakthrough in understanding the human infant and makes a unique contribution
to the science of human behavior.
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'The biological birth of the human infant and the psychological birth of the individual are not coincident in
time. The former is a dramatic, observable, and well-circumscribed event; the latter a slowly unfolding intra
psychic process.'Thus begins this highly acclaimed book in which Margaret S. Mahler and her collaborators
break new ground in developmental psychology and present the first complete theoretical statement of Dr.
Mahler's observations on the normal separation-individuation process.Separation and individuation are
presented in this major work as two complementary developments. Separation is described as the child's
emergence from a symbiotic fusion with the mother, while individuation consists of those achievements
making the child's assumption of his own individual characteristics. Each of the sub-phases of separation-
individuation is described in detail, supported by a wealth of clinical observations which trace the tasks
confronting the infant and his mother as he progresses towards achieving his own individuality.A number of
chapters are devoted to following five children epigenetically through their sub phase development. A
separate section describes the authors' methodology, the importance of the research setting, and the effects of
changes in the setting. The extensive appendices by Fred Pine discuss the uniqueness of the data-gathering
techniques used by the author. In addition, a useful glossary of concepts defines the new terms that Dr.
Mahler has introduced.This book represents an important breakthrough in understanding the human infant
and makes a unique contribution to the science of human behavior.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and
Individuation seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Psychological Birth of the Human
Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation. You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Gary McIntosh:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant:
Symbiosis and Individuation as your daily resource information.

Willie Randolph:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Psychological Birth of the
Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation as good book not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Michelle Favors:

This The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation is completely new way for
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you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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