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Alice in Chains were among the loudest voices out of Seattle. They were iconic
pioneers who mixed grunge and metal in ways that continue to influence today's
artists, and theirs is a story of hard work, self-destruction, rising from the ashes,
and carrying on a lasting legacy.

Four years after their first meeting at a warehouse under Seattle's Ballard Bridge,
Alice in Chains became the first of grunge's big four - ahead of Nirvana, Pearl
Jam, and Soundgarden - to get a gold record and achieve national recognition.
With the charismatic Layne Staley behind the microphone, they became one of
the most influential and successful bands to come out of the Seattle music scene.
But as the band got bigger, so did their problems.

Acclaimed journalist David de Sola delves beneath the secrecy, gossip, and
rumor surrounding the band to tell their full story for the first time. Based on a
wealth of interviews with people who have direct knowledge of the band, many
speaking on the record for the very first time, de Sola explores how drugs nearly
destroyed them and claimed the lives of Staley and founding bassist Mike Starr,
follows Jerry Cantrell's solo career and Mike Starr's life after being fired from the
band, and chronicles the band's resurrection with new lead singer William
DuVall.

From their anonymous struggles to topping the charts with hits like "Would?,"
"Man in the Box," and "Rooster," Alice in Chains reveals the members of the
band not as caricatures of rock stars but as brilliant, nuanced, and flawed human
beings whose years of hard work led to the seemingly overnight success that
changed the music scene forever.
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Alice in Chains were among the loudest voices out of Seattle. They were iconic pioneers who mixed grunge
and metal in ways that continue to influence today's artists, and theirs is a story of hard work, self-
destruction, rising from the ashes, and carrying on a lasting legacy.

Four years after their first meeting at a warehouse under Seattle's Ballard Bridge, Alice in Chains became the
first of grunge's big four - ahead of Nirvana, Pearl Jam, and Soundgarden - to get a gold record and achieve
national recognition. With the charismatic Layne Staley behind the microphone, they became one of the most
influential and successful bands to come out of the Seattle music scene. But as the band got bigger, so did
their problems.

Acclaimed journalist David de Sola delves beneath the secrecy, gossip, and rumor surrounding the band to
tell their full story for the first time. Based on a wealth of interviews with people who have direct knowledge
of the band, many speaking on the record for the very first time, de Sola explores how drugs nearly destroyed
them and claimed the lives of Staley and founding bassist Mike Starr, follows Jerry Cantrell's solo career and
Mike Starr's life after being fired from the band, and chronicles the band's resurrection with new lead singer
William DuVall.

From their anonymous struggles to topping the charts with hits like "Would?," "Man in the Box," and
"Rooster," Alice in Chains reveals the members of the band not as caricatures of rock stars but as brilliant,
nuanced, and flawed human beings whose years of hard work led to the seemingly overnight success that
changed the music scene forever.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The early-'90s Seattle grunge band, long overshadowed by its hometown peers (Nirvana, Pearl Jam), gets its
due in this debut book from a Georgetown graduate student. Taking center stage is original frontman Layne
Staley who, like Kurt Cobain, found celebrity and success difficult and drugs an easy out. But there's also a
deep dive into the band's musical influences and its impact on the broader rock scene, explaining both its
roots and its reach” ?Billboard, Summer Book Preview

“De Sola explains in riveting detail how AIC became one of the most important bands to emerge from the
Seattle rock scene, and throws new light on the dark impulses that drove it to both greatness and tragedy.
Compulsively readable.” ?John Jobling, author of U2: The Definitive Biography

“A stellar grasp of document sources interwoven with an incredible depth of all-new interviews are the
making of the first truly comprehensive biography of Alice in Chains. The story blends musical world,
personal lives and the demands of the business Alice in Chains entered – whether the cut-price early days or
the bombastic cash-overload of their peak success – to show how each element coexisted, impacted, clashed
or simply destroyed the other.” ?Nick Soulsby, author of I Found My Friends: The Oral History of Nirvana

“A well-reported history of one of the most important and influential bands to emerge from the Seattle scene.
Alice in Chains will appeal to grunge fans and metal-heads alike.” ?Mark Yarm, author of Everybody Loves
Our Town: An Oral History of Grunge

“De Sola brings a refined sensibility to the tale of Alice in Chains... exhaustively researched” ?Kirkus
Reviews

About the Author
David de Sola is a journalist with experience working at CNN, 60 Minutes, and Reuters, whose work has
also been published in The Atlantic, The Huffington Post, and other print and online publications. He lives in
Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Alice in Chains: The Untold Story book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.
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Jeffrey Roybal:

Here thing why that Alice in Chains: The Untold Story are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Alice in Chains: The Untold Story giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Alice in Chains: The
Untold Story. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Alice in Chains: The Untold Story in e-book can be your choice.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Alice in Chains: The Untold Story book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sandra Brown:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alice in Chains: The Untold Story can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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