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Most scholars of genocide focus on mass murder. Lawrence Davidson, by

contrast, explores the murder of culture. He suggests that when people have

limited knowledge of the culture outside of their own group, they are unable to

accurately assess the alleged threat of others around them. Throughout history,

dominant populations have often dealt with these fears through mass murder.

However, the shock of the Holocaust now deters today’s great powers from the

practice of physical genocide. Majority populations, cognizant of outside

pressure and knowing that they should not resort to mass murder, have turned

instead to cultural genocide as a “second best” politically determined substitute

for physical genocide.

In Cultural Genocide, this theory is applied to events in four settings, two events

that preceded the Holocaust and two events that followed it: the destruction of

American Indians by uninformed settlers who viewed these natives as inferior

and were more intent on removing them from the frontier than annihilating them;

the attack on the culture of Eastern European Jews living within Russian-

controlled areas before the Holocaust; the Israeli attack on Palestinian culture;

and the absorption of Tibet by the People’s Republic of China.

In conclusion, Davidson examines the mechanisms that may be used to combat

today’s cultural genocide as well as the contemporary social and political forces

at work that must be overcome in the process.
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these natives as inferior and were more intent on removing them from the frontier than annihilating them; the
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well as the contemporary social and political forces at work that must be overcome in the process.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Davidson provides us with a unique and creative way of looking at the phenomenon of collective violence
and constructs a provocative, carefully argued, and at times unsettling, critique of the simplistic models."
(Gary Fields University of California, San Diego 2011-07-18)

"Davidson does not shy away from controversy as he seeks to challenge the thought collectives that justify
everything from bulldozing villages and cultural sites to banning languages and religious practices.
Recommended."
(Choice 2012-08-01)

About the Author

 LAWRENCE DAVIDSON is a professor of history at West Chester University in Pennsylvania. He is the

author of America’s Palestine: Popular and Official Perceptions from Balfour to Israeli Statehood, Foreign

Policy, Inc.: Privatizing America’s National Interest and coauthor of A Concise History of the Middle East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Cultural Genocide (Genocide,
Political Violence, Human Rights) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Bobbie Wallace:

This Cultural Genocide (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) usually are reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Cultural Genocide (Genocide,
Political Violence, Human Rights) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Cultural Genocide (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.
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Maryann Goldberg:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Cultural Genocide
(Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Julie Bailey:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Cultural Genocide (Genocide, Political
Violence, Human Rights) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Cultural Genocide (Genocide, Political Violence, Human Rights) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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