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The issue of state failure is both overly sensationalized and under-appreciated in
popular discourse. In the West, failed states are too readily associated with
terrorist activities. Likewise, publications such as the Failed States Index greatly
exaggerate the number of countries with extreme political dysfunction. Too
often, huge swathes of the developing world ? notably Africa ? are perceived as
failed. Even so, collapse of effective governance in a minority of states is a
pressing problem in Africa, parts of Asia, and elsewhere. In another kind of
misperception, policy makers and citizens alike often wrongly assume that fixes
for state failure are necessarily expensive.

This short book seeks to re-energize policy discussions and improve public
understanding of the world?s most troubled places. When governments do not or
cannot provide basic public goods and services such as physical security, courts,
and infrastructure, the effects extend well beyond threats of piracy or terrorism
emanating from states like Somalia, Yemen, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. Failed
states, or even critically weak states, can export various types of misery and
threats to their neighbors and beyond. Dismal economic performance, refugees
and displaced persons, illicit smuggling, and health challenges are some of the
key negative impacts.

Drawing on a longer historical view of statehood, this work provides a synthesis
of recent calls to revamp the global community?s approach to fragile states. The
book recognizes the fact that some countries gaining formal independence in the
last century have never had much state building success. And it questions the
wisdom of only utilizing status quo methods for (re-) constructing functioning
states. The book argues for the re-evaluation of statehood, the United Nations
sovereignty framework, and the overwhelming bias toward preserving existing
territories. Readers will be delighted to see that novel responses to state decay
could be less costly than the status quo.
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The issue of state failure is both overly sensationalized and under-appreciated in popular discourse. In the
West, failed states are too readily associated with terrorist activities. Likewise, publications such as the
Failed States Index greatly exaggerate the number of countries with extreme political dysfunction. Too often,
huge swathes of the developing world ? notably Africa ? are perceived as failed. Even so, collapse of
effective governance in a minority of states is a pressing problem in Africa, parts of Asia, and elsewhere. In
another kind of misperception, policy makers and citizens alike often wrongly assume that fixes for state
failure are necessarily expensive.

This short book seeks to re-energize policy discussions and improve public understanding of the world?s
most troubled places. When governments do not or cannot provide basic public goods and services such as
physical security, courts, and infrastructure, the effects extend well beyond threats of piracy or terrorism
emanating from states like Somalia, Yemen, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. Failed states, or even critically weak
states, can export various types of misery and threats to their neighbors and beyond. Dismal economic
performance, refugees and displaced persons, illicit smuggling, and health challenges are some of the key
negative impacts.

Drawing on a longer historical view of statehood, this work provides a synthesis of recent calls to revamp the
global community?s approach to fragile states. The book recognizes the fact that some countries gaining
formal independence in the last century have never had much state building success. And it questions the
wisdom of only utilizing status quo methods for (re-) constructing functioning states. The book argues for the
re-evaluation of statehood, the United Nations sovereignty framework, and the overwhelming bias toward
preserving existing territories. Readers will be delighted to see that novel responses to state decay could be
less costly than the status quo.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Brennan Kraxberger holds a Ph.D. in geography from the University of Iowa. He has published scholarly
work in journals such as African Affairs, Africa Today, Third World Quarterly, Progress in Development
Studies, and Journal of Asian and African Studies. He previously taught an undergraduate course entitled
“The Geopolitics of State Failure,” and he maintains a blog, “Failed States and Geopolitics”
(bkraxberger.wordpress.com).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilda Dolan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Failed States: Realities, Risks, and Responses.

James Turco:

The reserve with title Failed States: Realities, Risks, and Responses posesses a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Sherry Clark:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Failed States: Realities, Risks, and Responses can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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Ralph Wood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Failed States: Realities, Risks, and Responses.
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