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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English Usage is a dictionary. It is not a usage guide. It is not
Fowler, or Partridge, or Bernstein (nor, at 799 pages, is it exactly concise, but that's another matter). Unlike
those eminent watchdogs of the English language, the editors of this volume are record-keepers, chronicling
the way language is used, not the way it should be used. Based on Merriam Webster's Dictionary of English
Usage, this book cites the classic English-language specialists generously but finds its true course by
observing actual contemporary usage. Take the word discomfit, for example, the meaning of which (to
thwart, foil, or frustrate) is staunchly defended in many usage guides. Sorry, says Merriam-Webster. Their
survey says that the use of the word as a synonym to discomfort is so entrenched as to have become
"thoroughly established" as the most prevalent meaning. Though the editors of this book are more reporters
than campaigners, their prose is eminently readable, charming, and even, like that of the best usage
enforcers, quirky. For instance, the word data, they claim, is a "queer fish," while errata "leads a double
life," and yclept is "peculiar-looking." --Jane Steinberg

About the Author

For more than 150 years, in print and now online, Merriam-Webster has been America's leading and most-
trusted provider of language information. All Merriam-Webster products and services are backed by the
largest team of professional dictionary editors and writers in America, and one of the largest in the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English Usage? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Jonathan Head:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English
Usage ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English
Usage is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
all the book Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English Usage. You never experience lose out for
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everything in case you read some books.

Charles Carter:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Merriam-Webster's Concise
Dictionary of English Usage is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Rubye Carter:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English
Usage. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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