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Transcending arguments over the definition of fantasy literature, Rhetorics of
Fantasy introduces a provocative new system of classification for the genre.
Utilizing nearly two hundred examples of modern fantasy, author Farah
Mendlesohn uses this system to explore how fiction writers construct their
fantastic worlds. Mendlesohn posits four categories of fantasy—portal-quest,
immersive, intrusion, and liminal—that arise out of the relationship of the
protagonist to the fantasy world. Using these sets, Mendlesohn argues that the
author’s stylistic decisions are then shaped by the inescapably political demands
of the category in which they choose to write. Each chapter covers at least twenty
books in detail, ranging from nineteenth-century fantasy and horror to extensive
coverage of some of the best books in the contemporary field. Offering a wide-
ranging discussion and penetrating comparative analysis, Rhetorics of Fantasy
will excite fans and provide a wealth of material for scholarly and classroom
discussion.

Includes discussion of works by over 100 authors, including Lloyd Alexander,
Peter Beagle, Marion Zimmer Bradley, John Crowley, Stephen R. Donaldson,
Stephen King, C. S. Lewis, Gregory Maguire, Robin McKinley, China Miéville,
Suniti Namjoshi, Philip Pullman, J. K. Rowling, Sheri S. Tepper, J. R. R.
Tolkien, Tad Williams
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Transcending arguments over the definition of fantasy literature, Rhetorics of Fantasy introduces a
provocative new system of classification for the genre. Utilizing nearly two hundred examples of modern
fantasy, author Farah Mendlesohn uses this system to explore how fiction writers construct their fantastic
worlds. Mendlesohn posits four categories of fantasy—portal-quest, immersive, intrusion, and liminal—that
arise out of the relationship of the protagonist to the fantasy world. Using these sets, Mendlesohn argues that
the author’s stylistic decisions are then shaped by the inescapably political demands of the category in which
they choose to write. Each chapter covers at least twenty books in detail, ranging from nineteenth-century
fantasy and horror to extensive coverage of some of the best books in the contemporary field. Offering a
wide-ranging discussion and penetrating comparative analysis, Rhetorics of Fantasy will excite fans and
provide a wealth of material for scholarly and classroom discussion.

Includes discussion of works by over 100 authors, including Lloyd Alexander, Peter Beagle, Marion Zimmer
Bradley, John Crowley, Stephen R. Donaldson, Stephen King, C. S. Lewis, Gregory Maguire, Robin
McKinley, China Miéville, Suniti Namjoshi, Philip Pullman, J. K. Rowling, Sheri S. Tepper, J. R. R.
Tolkien, Tad Williams
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Editorial Review

Review
“Mendlesohn goes well beyond a survey to offer new and often surprising readings of works both familiar
and obscure. A fine critical work that offers fresh insights on almost every page.” (Brian Attebery, editor,
Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts)

“A useful and deliberately flexible taxonomy, and an intense engagement with the arms race of rhetoric
between makers and users of fantasy. For authors and readers as well as academics and commentators.” (M.
John Harrison, winner of the Arthur C. Clarke Award)

About the Author
FARAH MENDLESOHN teaches at Middlesex University, London. She was editor of Foundation: The
International Review of Science Fiction for six years, and is the author of Diana Wynne Jones and the
Children's Fantastical Tradition (2005) and co-editor of The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction
(2006), winner of a Hugo Award. She is the program director for the World Science Fiction Convention in
Montreal in 2009.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cleveland Bolton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rhetorics of Fantasy as your daily resource
information.

Ronda Tollison:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Rhetorics of Fantasy is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Belen Riedel:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
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Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Rhetorics of Fantasy or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Rhetorics of Fantasy to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.

Michelle Garrett:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Rhetorics of Fantasy. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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