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The first complete English translation of the Hebrew classic Sefer Ha-Aggadah
brings to the English-speaking world the greatest and best-loved anthology of
classical Rabbinic literature ever compiled. First published in Odessa in 1908-11,
it was recognized immediately as a masterwork in its own right, and reprinted
numerous times in Israel.

The Hebrew poet Hayim Nahman Bialik and the renowned editor Yehoshua
Hana Ravnitzky, the architects of this masterful compendium, selected hundreds
of texts from the Talmud and midrashic literature and arranged them
thematically, in order to provide their contemporaries with easy access to the
national literary heritage of the Jewish people -- the texts of Rabbinic Judaism
that remain at the heart of Jewish literacy today.

Bialik and Ravnitzky chose Aggadah -- the non-legal portions of the Talmud and
Midrash -- for their anthology. Loosely translated as "legends", Aggadah
includes the genres of biblical exegesis, stories about biblical characters, the lives
of the Talmudic era sages and their contemporary history, parables, proverbs, and
folklore. A captivating melange of wisdom and piety, fantasy and satire,
Aggadah is the expressive medium of the Jewish creative genius.

The arrangement of this compendium reflects the theological concerns of the
Rabbinic sages: the role of Israel and the nations; God, good and evil; human
relations; the world of nature; and the art of healing. Here, the reader who wants
to explore traditional Jewish views on a particular subject is treated to a selection
of relevant texts at his fingertips but will soon become immersed in a way of
thinking, exploring, and questioning that is the hallmark of Jewish inquiry.

"Whatever the imagination can invent is found in the Aggadah," wrote the
historian Leopold Zunz, "its purpose always being to teach man the ways of
God." The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah, now available in william
Braude's superbly annotated translation, enables modern Jews to experience
firsthand the richness and excitement of their cultural inheritance.
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The first complete English translation of the Hebrew classic Sefer Ha-Aggadah brings to the English-
speaking world the greatest and best-loved anthology of classical Rabbinic literature ever compiled. First
published in Odessa in 1908-11, it was recognized immediately as a masterwork in its own right, and
reprinted numerous times in Israel.

The Hebrew poet Hayim Nahman Bialik and the renowned editor Yehoshua Hana Ravnitzky, the architects
of this masterful compendium, selected hundreds of texts from the Talmud and midrashic literature and
arranged them thematically, in order to provide their contemporaries with easy access to the national literary
heritage of the Jewish people -- the texts of Rabbinic Judaism that remain at the heart of Jewish literacy
today.

Bialik and Ravnitzky chose Aggadah -- the non-legal portions of the Talmud and Midrash -- for their
anthology. Loosely translated as "legends", Aggadah includes the genres of biblical exegesis, stories about
biblical characters, the lives of the Talmudic era sages and their contemporary history, parables, proverbs,
and folklore. A captivating melange of wisdom and piety, fantasy and satire, Aggadah is the expressive
medium of the Jewish creative genius.

The arrangement of this compendium reflects the theological concerns of the Rabbinic sages: the role of
Israel and the nations; God, good and evil; human relations; the world of nature; and the art of healing. Here,
the reader who wants to explore traditional Jewish views on a particular subject is treated to a selection of
relevant texts at his fingertips but will soon become immersed in a way of thinking, exploring, and
questioning that is the hallmark of Jewish inquiry.

"Whatever the imagination can invent is found in the Aggadah," wrote the historian Leopold Zunz, "its
purpose always being to teach man the ways of God." The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah, now
available in william Braude's superbly annotated translation, enables modern Jews to experience firsthand
the richness and excitement of their cultural inheritance.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The publication of the complete Book of Legends in English is a landmark event in Jewish learning. Since its
original compilation (1908-11) by Bialik and Ravnitzky, two commanding figures in Hebrew literature, this
work has been a classic text of rabbinic legend and lore. It is a thematic anthology of nonlegal rabbinic
literature on all aspects of human life (e.g., creation, redemption, wisdom, clothing, folk medicine studied
through Jewish stories, parables, sayings, homilies, and anecdotes). The translation by Braude is clear, lucid,
and readable and includes interpolations that increase the sense and comprehension of the text. The
introduction by David Stern analyzes both the volume's place in Rabbinic Judaism and the achievement of
the compilers, noting both strengths and weaknesses. This volume is recommended to all libraries with an
interest in Judaism, folklore, and religion.
- Maurice Tuchman, Hebrew Coll. Lib., Brookline, Mass.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
To have Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah available in English is to open to the entire English-reading
world -- Jew, non-Jew, religionist, secularist -- one of the very great creations of humankind: a rich and
intricately woven tapestry of tales, homilies, legends and dreams that come to us from the very roots of the
imagination. What a treasure!"

-- Chaim Potok

"Bialik and Ravnitzky's great compendium of Rabbinic legend and homily has been an indispensable
resource ever since its publication in Hebrew eight decades ago....English readers are very fortunate to be
able at last to avail themselves of this extraordinary compilation."

-- Robert Alter

"In translating Bialik and Ravnitzky's incomparable thematic anthology into very readable English, William
Braude, master translator of Rabbinic texts, has provided the English reader with a wonderful access to the
wealth of Rabbinic interpretation and lore. This book should be a fixture in the library of every serious Jew."

-- Norman J. Cohen, Dean, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

"Sefer Ha-Aggadah has long been one of my favorite volumes of Jewish literature. Bialik and Ravnitzky
arranged topically a vast collection of Talmudic and midrashic material. Whatever one is looking for, be it
stories about biblical characters or reflections on love, evil, childrearing, or healing; it is there .... A most
welcome addition to the growing collection of Jewish classics now available in English translation."

-- Judith Hauptman, Associate Professor of Talmud, Jewish Theological Seminary

"Sefer Ha-Aggadah restored the prestige of the non-legal sections of the Talmud and nurtured aesthetic
appreciation for one of the world's most creative and colorful literatures. I fully endorse this marvelous
translation by William Braude."
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-- David Weiss-Halivni, Columbia University

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Hebrew

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Chacon:

The book The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash to become
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Book of
Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Theresa Walker:

The particular book The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Book of Legends/Sefer
Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Vera Harris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from the Talmud and Midrash
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Loretta Pena:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Book of Legends/Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Legends from
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the Talmud and Midrash. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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