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The Civil War was America’s trial by fire; its battles forged the nation we know
today. We’re still fascinated with it – the national reckoning with slavery, the
legendary generals and leaders, the epic and bloody clashes of armies, the impact
on the daily lives of ordinary people. We visit its battlefields – mostly idyllic
patches of countryside near small towns and creeks – where more Americans
died in combat than in all other wars combined, except for World War Two. And
we tell its stories – of last charges, brother fighting brother, imprisonment and
emancipation, and tragedy and rebirth. It is our country’s epic; the story of how
we became who we are, and what price we paid.

The Civil War For Dummies is your complete introduction to this seminal
conflict. Eschewing tedious historical pondering and military micro-analysis, this
fun and information-rich guide gives an accurate overview of the event, from the
war’s causes through the fighting to the aftermath. Inside you’ll discover:

1850-1860: what led to war●

First Bull Run: illusions lost●

Antietam: the bloodiest day●

The Emancipation Proclamation●

Heroes and goats of each major battle●

Jackson’s Valley Campaign●

Sherman’s March to the Sea●

Surrender at Appomattox●

And much more●

Full of sidebars and illustrations, The Civil War For Dummies brings history to
life with personalities, factoids, battle reports, strategic maps, and “what ifs.” In
addition to the military and political history, you’ll also find out about:

The African American experience in the war●

Women and the Civil War●

Native Americans and the war●

The life of the common soldier●

Banking and finance systems and the war●

“Firsts” that make the Civil War history’s first modern war●

Civil War food●

Civil War tourism: the best battlefields to visit, and how to get the most out of●

your trip
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Written in an accessible style so you can start reading at any point in the story,
The Civil War For Dummies makes a great cornerstone for learning about this
violent and compelling chapter of American history.
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The Civil War was America’s trial by fire; its battles forged the nation we know today. We’re still fascinated
with it – the national reckoning with slavery, the legendary generals and leaders, the epic and bloody clashes
of armies, the impact on the daily lives of ordinary people. We visit its battlefields – mostly idyllic patches of
countryside near small towns and creeks – where more Americans died in combat than in all other wars
combined, except for World War Two. And we tell its stories – of last charges, brother fighting brother,
imprisonment and emancipation, and tragedy and rebirth. It is our country’s epic; the story of how we
became who we are, and what price we paid.

The Civil War For Dummies is your complete introduction to this seminal conflict. Eschewing tedious
historical pondering and military micro-analysis, this fun and information-rich guide gives an accurate
overview of the event, from the war’s causes through the fighting to the aftermath. Inside you’ll discover:

1850-1860: what led to war●

First Bull Run: illusions lost●

Antietam: the bloodiest day●

The Emancipation Proclamation●

Heroes and goats of each major battle●

Jackson’s Valley Campaign●

Sherman’s March to the Sea●

Surrender at Appomattox●

And much more●

Full of sidebars and illustrations, The Civil War For Dummies brings history to life with personalities,
factoids, battle reports, strategic maps, and “what ifs.” In addition to the military and political history, you’ll
also find out about:

The African American experience in the war●

Women and the Civil War●

Native Americans and the war●

The life of the common soldier●

Banking and finance systems and the war●

“Firsts” that make the Civil War history’s first modern war●

Civil War food●

Civil War tourism: the best battlefields to visit, and how to get the most out of your trip●

Written in an accessible style so you can start reading at any point in the story, The Civil War For Dummies
makes a great cornerstone for learning about this violent and compelling chapter of American history.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Includes maps of major battles and photos

The leaders, the politics, the battles, the soldiers — all brought vividly to life The Civil War changed
everything in America. What really happened? Packed with fascinating anecdotes, fun facts, and top ten lists,
this friendly reference clues you in on the issues that caused the war and gives you the scoop on the people,
politics, and battles that decided its outcome.

Discover how to: Understand the causes of the war Trace the major military campaigns Evaluate the generals
and leaders Discover the war's impact on women, African Americans, and American Indians Visit
battlefields and see reenactments

The Dummies Way™ Explanations in plain English "Get in, get out" information Icons and other navigational
aids Tear-out cheat sheet Top ten lists A dash of humor and fun

Get smart! www.dummies.com Register to win cool prizes Browse exclusive articles and excerpts Get a free
Dummies Daily™ e-mail newsletter Chat with authors and preview other books Talk to us, ask questions, get
answers

About the Author
Keith D. Dickson is an associate professor of Military Studies at the Joint Forces Staff College, National
Defense University. He earned his Ph.D. in American history at the University of Virginia and is a
Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Army Special Forces (Green Berets).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Civil War For Dummies. Try to the actual book The
Civil War For Dummies as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kenneth Wallace:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Civil War For Dummies was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
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The book The Civil War For Dummies is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship while using book The Civil War For Dummies. You never feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Nettie Powers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Civil War
For Dummies suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled The Civil War For Dummiesis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Katherine Khan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Civil War For Dummies, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.
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