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Mainstream news coverage of the catastrophic earthquake of January 12, 2010,
reproduced longstanding narratives of Haiti and stereotypes of Haitians.
Cognizant that this Haiti, as it exists in the public sphere, is a rhetorically and
graphically incarcerated one, the feminist anthropologist and performance artist
Gina Athena Ulysse embarked on a writing spree that lasted over two years. As
an ethnographer and a member of the diaspora, Ulysse delivers critical cultural
analysis of geopolitics and daily life in a series of dispatches, op-eds and articles
on post-quake Haiti. Her complex yet singular aim is to make sense of how the
nation and its subjects continue to negotiate sovereignty and being in a world
where, according to a Haitian saying, tout moun se moun, men tout moun pa
menm (All people are human, but all humans are not the same). This collection
contains thirty pieces, most of which were previously published in and on Haitian
Times, Huffington Post, Ms Magazine, Ms Blog, NACLA, and other print and
online venues. The book is trilingual (English, Kreyòl, and French) and includes
a foreword by award-winning author and historian Robin D.G. Kelley.
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Mainstream news coverage of the catastrophic earthquake of January 12, 2010, reproduced longstanding
narratives of Haiti and stereotypes of Haitians. Cognizant that this Haiti, as it exists in the public sphere, is a
rhetorically and graphically incarcerated one, the feminist anthropologist and performance artist Gina Athena
Ulysse embarked on a writing spree that lasted over two years. As an ethnographer and a member of the
diaspora, Ulysse delivers critical cultural analysis of geopolitics and daily life in a series of dispatches, op-
eds and articles on post-quake Haiti. Her complex yet singular aim is to make sense of how the nation and its
subjects continue to negotiate sovereignty and being in a world where, according to a Haitian saying, tout
moun se moun, men tout moun pa menm (All people are human, but all humans are not the same). This
collection contains thirty pieces, most of which were previously published in and on Haitian Times,
Huffington Post, Ms Magazine, Ms Blog, NACLA, and other print and online venues. The book is trilingual
(English, Kreyòl, and French) and includes a foreword by award-winning author and historian Robin D.G.
Kelley.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Ulysse’s clear, powerful writing rips through the stereotypes to reveal a portrait of Haiti in politics and art
that will change the way you think about that nation’s culture, and your own.” (Jonathan M. Katz, author of
The Big Truck That Went By: How the World Came to Save Haiti and Left Behind a Disaster)

“This is a beautifully written and profoundly important work of engaged anthropology. Gina Ulysse steps
bravely into the public domain bringing a nuanced and sophisticated analysis of things Haitian to a large
group of general readers as well as to a broad audience of scholars. Publication of this book marks a kind of
‘coming of age’ for anthropological bloggers and public anthropology.” (Paul Stoller, author of Yaya’s
Story: The Quest for Well-Being in the World)

“This compilation is the gut-felt testimony of an insider/outsider that resounds like a thunderclap in the
desert. Trapped in the alienating context of sterile academia, a neoliberal political economy, populations
displaced, shock therapy and general geopolitical shifts, the author uses the gift of polysemy to open
horizons. Through thought, action, word, poetry, song . . . flow yet-unbounded prospects.” (Rachel
Beauvoir-Dominique, professor, Université d’État d’Haïti)

“Taking us through entangled and liberating possibilities, Gina Ulysse introduces us to Haiti, the kingdom of
this world. Embedded in the interstices of words and of aesthetic sensibilities that summon the past into the
present, the powerful promise of a people is revealed. Ashe.” (Arlene Torres, coeditor of Blackness in Latin
America and the Caribbean)

“Five years after Haiti’s devastating earthquake, Gina Ulysse smashes clichés, defends Vodou, and reminds
us of her homeland's complex history. Her compelling as-it-happened reports and analyses are crucial to our
understanding and empathy for the republic and its people.” (Katherine Spillar, executive editor, Ms.
magazine)

About the Author
GINA ATHENA ULYSSE is an associate professor of anthropology at Wesleyan University. Born in Haiti,
she has lived in the United States for over thirty years. A performance artist, multimedia artist, and
anthropologist, she is the author of Downtown Ladies: Informal Commercial Importers, a Haitian
Anthropologist and Self-Making in Jamaica. ROBIN D.G. KELLEY is the Distinguished Professor of
History and Gary B. Nash Endowed Chair in United States History at UCLA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Why Haiti Needs New
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Narratives: A Post-Quake Chronicle is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Goldstein:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Why Haiti Needs New Narratives: A Post-
Quake Chronicle can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Peggy Mitchum:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Why Haiti Needs New Narratives: A Post-
Quake Chronicle it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Coralee Lowe:

Exactly why? Because this Why Haiti Needs New Narratives: A Post-Quake Chronicle is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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