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In her famous speech to rouse the English troops staking out Tilbury at the mouth
of the Thames during the Spanish Armada's campaign, Queen Elizabeth I is said
to have proclaimed, "I may have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I
have the heart and stomach of a king." Whether or not the transcription is
accurate, the persistent attribution of this provocative statement to England's
most studied and celebrated queen illustrates some of the contradictions and
cultural anxieties that dominated the collective consciousness of England during
a reign that lasted from 1558 until 1603.

In The Heart and Stomach of a King, Carole Levin explores the myriad ways the
unmarried, childless Elizabeth represented herself and the ways members of her
court, foreign ambassadors, and subjects represented and responded to her as a
public figure. In particular, Levin interrogates the gender constructions, role
expectations, and beliefs about sexuality that influenced her public persona and
the way she was perceived as a female Protestant ruler. With a new introduction
that situates the book within the emerging genre of cultural biography, the second
edition of The Heart and Stomach of a King offers insight into the continued
fascination with Elizabeth I and her reign.
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In her famous speech to rouse the English troops staking out Tilbury at the mouth of the Thames during the
Spanish Armada's campaign, Queen Elizabeth I is said to have proclaimed, "I may have the body of a weak
and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king." Whether or not the transcription is accurate,
the persistent attribution of this provocative statement to England's most studied and celebrated queen
illustrates some of the contradictions and cultural anxieties that dominated the collective consciousness of
England during a reign that lasted from 1558 until 1603.

In The Heart and Stomach of a King, Carole Levin explores the myriad ways the unmarried, childless
Elizabeth represented herself and the ways members of her court, foreign ambassadors, and subjects
represented and responded to her as a public figure. In particular, Levin interrogates the gender
constructions, role expectations, and beliefs about sexuality that influenced her public persona and the way
she was perceived as a female Protestant ruler. With a new introduction that situates the book within the
emerging genre of cultural biography, the second edition of The Heart and Stomach of a King offers insight
into the continued fascination with Elizabeth I and her reign.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the first edition:

"Levin breaks out of the usual stale biographical packaging of Elizabeth by using traditional sources in
imaginative ways, as well as by incorporating a number of less usual texts."—Shakespeare Quarterly

"Written in a lucid, often witty prose style, Carole Levin's volume. . . promises to become a classic of
enduring interest to specialists and general readers alike."—Sixteenth Century Journal

About the Author
Carole Levin is Willa Cather Professor of History and Director of the Medieval and Renaissance Studies
Program at the University of Nebraska. She is author of Dreaming the English Renaissance: Politics and
Desire in Court and Culture and Propaganda in the English Reformation: Heroic and Villainous Images of
King John.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex
and Power.

Valerie Garrison:

The e-book untitled The Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex and Power is the
book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Heart and Stomach of a King:
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Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex and Power from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Marvin Boyer:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the
Politics of Sex and Power. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Stacie Schneider:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the
Politics of Sex and Power was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Heart and Stomach of a King: Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex and Power has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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